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This brief is filed with small entity filing fee of $270 per § 41.20(b)(2). 

/. REAL PARTY IN INTEREST 
The real party in interest is the inventor Julie Theel who is the sole and exclusive owner 
of the patent. 

//. RELA TED APPEALS AND INTERFERENCES 
Currently, there are none. 

///. STATUS OF CLAIMS ON APPEAL 
The applicant appeals final rejection of claims 21-30, 41-47 and 55-62, finally rejected in 
the final office action of January 6, 2009. Applicant prays for relief to the BPAI to allow Claims 
21-30,41-47 and 55-62. 
1 -20. (canceled) 

21 . (finally rejected) A pet toy device for a house pet, the device comprising: 

a pet toy main member having an exterior surface and one or more interface surfaces, 
wherein the main member exterior surface is non-destructively gripable by a house pet using its 
mouth and paws, wherein the main member is adapted to teeth of a dog and to withstand biting, 
chewing, and rending, and wherein the pet toy main member is shaped and sized to prevent 
swallowing by a house pet; and 
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one or more pet toy secondary members, each pet toy secondary member having an 
exterior surface that is non-destructively gripable by a house pet using its mouth and paws; each 
pet toy secondary member further having an interface surface that corresponds to the main 
member interface surfaces, wherein the secondary members are adapted to teeth of a dog and to 
withstand biting, chewing, and rending, and wherein the pet toy secondary members are shaped 
and sized to prevent swallowing by a house pet; 

wherein the interface surfaces of the main member and the interface surfaces of the 
secondary members are attachable by a human to create an attached toy state, non-destructively 
detachable by a house pet using its mouth and paws to create a detached toy state, and repeatably 
reattachable by a human to recreate an attached toy state after being detached by a house pet; 

thereby enabling a house pet to tear apart the main and secondary members of the toy by 
gripping the exterior surfaces of the toy with its paws and mouth, and subsequently enabling 
a human to easily reassemble the toy by reattaching the interface surfaces of the main 
member and secondary members. 

22. (finally rejected) The device of claim 21, wherein the house pet is a dog. 

23. (finally rejected) The device of claim 21, wherein the exterior surfaces of the pet toy 
main member and the pet toy secondary members are sufficiently durable to non-destructively 
withstand biting and chewing by a house pet. 

24. (finally rejected) The device of claim 21, wherein the interface surfaces of the main 
member and the interface surfaces of the secondary members are attached securely enough to 
require a substantial amount of force to detach the secondary members from the main member 
that a challenge is provided for a house pet. 

25. (finally rejected) The device of claim 21, wherein the pet toy is constructed from one or 
more materials selected from the group of denim, plush, corduroy, and rubber. 

26. (finally rejected) The device of claim 2 1 , wherein the pet toy main member and the pet 
toy secondary members are attached at the interface surfaces using hook and loop tape. 

27. (finally rejected) The device of claim 21, wherein the pet toy main member and the pet 
toy secondary members are attached at the interface surfaces using magnets. 

28. (finally rejected) The device of claim 21, wherein the pet toy main member and the pet 
toy secondary members are attached at the interface surfaces using snaps, whereby the pet toy 
main member includes a protrusion at each interface surface that snaps into a mating socketed 
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portion on an interface surface of each secondary member, thereby attaching the pet toy main 
member to the pet toy secondary members. 

29. (finally rejected) The device of claim 2 1 , wherein the pet toy main member and the pet 
toy secondary members are attached at the interface surfaces using snaps, whereby the pet toy 
main member includes a socketed portion at each interface surface that snaps onto a mating 
protrusion on an interface surface of each secondary member, thereby attaching the pet toy main 
member to the pet toy secondary members. 

30. (finally rejected) The device of claim 2 1, further comprising a cord that connects the pet 
toy main member and the pet toy secondary members at the interfacing surfaces, wherein the 
cord is sized in length to allow the interface surfaces on the main member to separate from the 
interface surfaces on the secondary member while still remaining connected via the cord, and 
wherein the cord facilitates restoring the pet toy to the attached toy state after the main member 
and the secondary members have been detached from each other by a house pet. 

3 1 . (withdrawn) A method of producing a pet toy for a house pet, the method comprising: 
forming a pet toy main member having an exterior surface and one or more interface 

surfaces, wherein the main member exterior surface is gripable by a house pet using its mouth 
and paws, and wherein the pet toy main member is shaped and sized to prevent swallowing by a 
house pet; and 

forming one or more pet toy secondary members, each pet toy secondary member having 
an exterior surface that is gripable by a house pet using its mouth and paws; each pet toy 
secondary member further having an interface surface that corresponds to the main member 
interface surfaces, and wherein the pet toy secondary members are shaped and sized to prevent 
swallowing by a house pet; wherein the interface surfaces of the main member and the interface 
surfaces of the secondary members are attachable by a human to create an attached toy state, 
non-destructively detachable by a house pet using its mouth and paws to create a detached toy 
state, and repeatably reattachable by a human to recreate an attached toy state after being 
detached by a house pet; 

thereby enabling a house pet to tear apart the main and secondary members of the toy by 
gripping the exterior surfaces of the toy with its paws and mouth, and subsequently allowing a 
human to easily reassemble the toy by reattaching the interface surfaces of the main member and 
secondary members. 
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32. (withdrawn) The method of claim 3 1 , wherein the house pet is a dog. 

33. (withdrawn) The method of claim 3 1 , wherein the exterior surfaces of the pet toy main 
member and the pet toy secondary members are sufficiently durable to non-destructively 
withstand biting and chewing by a house pet. 

34. (withdrawn) The method of claim 31, wherein the interface surfaces of the main member 
and the interface surfaces of the secondary members are attached securely enough to require a 
substantial amount of force to detach the secondary members from the main member that a 
challenge is provided for a house pet. 

35. (withdrawn) The method of claim 31, wherein the pet toy is constructed from one or 
more materials selected from the group of denim, plush, corduroy, and rubber. 

36. (withdrawn) The method of claim 3 1 , wherein the pet toy main member and the pet toy 
secondary members are attached at the interface surfaces using hook and loop tape. 

37. (withdrawn) The method of claim 3 1 , wherein the pet toy main member and the pet toy 
secondary members are attached at the interface surfaces using magnets. 

38. (withdrawn) The method of claim 3 1 , wherein the pet toy main member and the pet toy 
secondary members are attached at the interface surfaces using snaps, whereby the pet toy main 
member includes a protrusion at each interface surface that snaps into a mating socketed portion 
on an interface surface of each secondary member, thereby attaching the pet toy main member to 
the pet toy secondary members. 

39. (withdrawn) The method of claim 3 1 , wherein the pet toy main member and the pet toy 
secondary members are attached at the interface surfaces using snaps, whereby the pet toy main 
member includes a socketed portion at each interface surface that snaps onto a mating protrusion 
on an interface surface of each secondary member, thereby attaching the pet toy main member to 
the pet toy secondary members. 

40. (withdrawn) The method of claim 3 1 , further comprising a cord that connects the pet toy 
main member and the pet toy secondary members at the interfacing surfaces, wherein the cord is 
sized in length to allow the interface surfaces on the main member to separate from the interface 
surfaces on the secondary member while still remaining connected via the cord, and wherein the 
cord facilitates restoring the pet toy to the attached toy state after the main member and the 
secondary members have been detached from each other by a house pet. 

41 . (finally rejected) A pet toy device for a house pet, the device comprising: 
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a pet toy main member having an exterior surface and one or more interface surfaces, 
wherein the main member exterior surface is non-destructively gripable by a house pet using its 
mouth and paws, wherein each of the main member interface surfaces includes a first portion of 
a snap connector, wherein the main member is adapted to teeth of a dog and to withstand biting, 
chewing, and rending, and wherein the pet toy main member is shaped and sized to prevent 
swallowing by a house pet; and 

one or more pet toy secondary members, each pet toy secondary member having an 
exterior surface that is non-destructively gripable by a house pet using its mouth and paws; each 
pet toy secondary member further having an interface surface that includes a second portion of a 
snap connector that mateably corresponds to the first portion of the snap connector on each main 
member interface surface, wherein the secondary members are adapted to teeth of a dog and to 
withstand biting, chewing, and rending, and wherein the pet toy secondary members are shaped 
and sized to prevent swallowing by a house pet; 

wherein the interface surfaces of the main member and the interface surfaces of the 
secondary members are attachable by a human to create an attached toy state via the snap 
connectors, non-destructively detachable by a house pet using its mouth and paws to 
create a detached toy state by disconnecting the snap connectors, and repeatably 
reattachable by a human to recreate an attached toy state via the snap connectors after 
being detached by a house pet; thereby enabling a house pet to tear apart the main and 
secondary members of the toy by gripping the exterior surfaces of the toy with its paws 
and mouth, and subsequently enabling a human to easily reassemble the toy by 
reattaching the interface surfaces of the main member and secondary members. 

42. (finally rejected) The device of claim 41, wherein the house pet is a dog. 

43. (finally rejected) The device of claim 41, wherein the exterior surfaces of the pet toy 
main member and the pet toy secondary members are sufficiently durable to non-destructively 
withstand biting and chewing by a house pet. 

44. (finally rejected) The device of claim 41, wherein the interface surfaces of the main 
member and the interface surfaces of the secondary members are attached securely enough via 
the snap connectors to require a substantial amount of force to detach the secondary members 
from the main member that a challenge is provided for a house pet. 
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45. (finally rejected) The device of claim 41, wherein the pet toy is constructed, at least in 
part, from rubber material. 

46. (finally rejected) The device of claim 4 1 , wherein the first portion of a snap connector 
includes a protrusion, and the second portion of a snap connector includes a mating socketed 
portion, and wherein the first portion of the snap connector is shaped and sized to snap into the 
second portion of the snap connector, thereby attaching the pet toy main member to the pet toy 
secondary members. 

47. (finally rejected) The device of claim 41, wherein the first portion of a snap connector 
includes a socketed portion, and the second portion of a snap connector includes a mating 
protrusion, and wherein the first portion of the snap connector is shaped and sized to snap onto 
the second portion of the snap connector, thereby attaching the pet toy main member to the pet 
toy secondary members. 

48. (withdrawn) A method of producing a pet toy for a house pet, the method comprising: 
forming a pet toy main member having an exterior surface and one or more interface 

surfaces, wherein the main member exterior surface is non-destructively gripable by a house pet 
using its mouth and paws, wherein each of the main member interface surfaces includes a first 
portion of a snap connector, and wherein the pet toy main member is shaped and sized to prevent 
swallowing by a house pet; and 

forming one or more pet toy secondary members, each pet toy secondary member having 
an exterior surface that is non-destructively gripable by a house pet using its mouth and paws; 
each pet toy secondary member further having an interface surface that includes a second portion 
of a snap connector that mateably corresponds to the first portion of the snap connector on each 
main member interface surface, and wherein the pet toy secondary members are shaped and 
sized to prevent swallowing by a house pet; 

wherein the interface surfaces of the main member and the interface surfaces of the 
secondary members are attachable by a human to create an attached toy state via the snap 
connectors, non-destructively detachable by a house pet using its mouth and paws to 
create a detached toy state by disconnecting the snap connectors, and repeatably 
reattachable by a human to recreate an attached toy state via the snap connectors after 
being detached by a house pet; 
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thereby enabling a house pet to tear apart the main and secondary members of the toy by 
gripping the exterior surfaces of the toy with its paws and mouth, and subsequently enabling a 
human to easily reassemble the toy by reattaching the interface surfaces of the main member and 
secondary members. 

49. (withdrawn) The method of claim 48 5 wherein the house pet is a dog. 

50. (withdrawn) The method of claim 48, wherein the exterior surfaces of the pet toy main 
member and the pet toy secondary members are sufficiently durable to non-destructively 
withstand biting and chewing by a house pet. 

5 1 . (withdrawn) The method of claim 48, wherein the interface surfaces of the main member 
and the interface surfaces of the secondary members are attached securely enough via the snap 
connectors to require a substantial amount of force to detach the secondary members from the 
main member that a challenge is provided for a house pet. 

52. (withdrawn) The method of claim 48, wherein the pet toy is constructed, at least in part, 
from rubber material. 

53. (withdrawn) The method of claim 48, wherein the first portion of a snap connector 
includes a protrusion, and the second portion of a snap connector includes a mating socketed 
portion, and wherein the first portion of the snap connector is shaped and sized to snap into the 
second portion of the snap connector, thereby attaching the pet toy main member to the pet toy 
secondary members. 

54. (withdrawn) The method of claim 48, wherein the first portion of a snap connector 
includes a socketed portion, and the second portion of a snap connector includes a mating 
protrusion, and wherein the first portion of the snap connector is shaped and sized to snap onto 
the second portion of the snap connector, thereby attaching the pet toy main member to the pet 
toy secondary members. 

55. (finally rejected) The pet toy device for a house pet of claim 2 1 , wherein the house pet is 
a large dog. 

56. (finally rejected) The pet toy device for a house pet of claim 55, wherein the pet toy 
device is constructed of a plastic material. 

57. (finally rejected) The pet toy device for a house pet of claim 56, wherein the plastic 
material is a vinyl material. 
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58. (finally rejected) The pet toy device for a house pet of claim 56, wherein the plastic 
material is a polyethylene material. 

59. (finally rejected) The pet toy device for a house pet of claim 41 , wherein the house pet is 
a large dog. 

60. (finally rejected) The pet toy device for a house pet of claim 59, wherein the pet toy 
device is constructed of a plastic material. 

61 . (finally rejected) The pet toy device for a house pet of claim 60, wherein the plastic 
material is a vinyl material. 

62. (finally rejected) The pet toy device for a house pet of claim 60, wherein the plastic 
material is a polyethylene material. 

IV. STA TUS OF AMENDMENTS 
The amendment in the response to the Non Final Office Action of March 3 1 , 2008 was 
entered. There was no denial of the entry of the amendment. The applicant mailed the 
amendment on September 30, 2008. The amendment made before final is listed as follows 
verbatim for the purpose of reference. 
1 -20. (canceled) 

2 1 . (Currently amended) A pet toy device for a house pet, the device comprising: 

a pet toy main member having an exterior surface and one or more interface surfaces, 
wherein the main member exterior surface is non-destructively gripable by a house pet using its 
mouth and paws, wherein the main member is adapted to teeth of a dog and to withstand biting, 
chewing, and rending, and wherein the pet toy main member is shaped and sized to prevent 
swallowing by a house pet; and 

one or more pet toy secondary members, each pet toy secondary member having an 
exterior surface that is non-destructively gripable by a house pet using its mouth and paws; each 
pet toy secondary member further having an interface surface that corresponds to the main 
member interface surfaces, wherein the secondary members are adapted to teeth of a dog and to 
withstand biting, chewing, and rending, and wherein the pet toy secondary members are shaped 
and sized to prevent swallowing by a house pet; 

wherein the interface surfaces of the main member and the interface surfaces of the 
secondary members are attachable by a human to create an attached toy state, non-destructively 
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detachable by a house pet using its mouth and paws to create a detached toy state, and repeatably 
reattachable by a human to recreate an attached toy state after being detached by a house pet; 

thereby enabling a house pet to tear apart the main and secondary members of the toy by 
gripping the exterior surfaces of the toy with its paws and mouth, and subsequently enabling 
a human to easily reassemble the toy by reattaching the interface surfaces of the main 
member and secondary members. 

22. (original) The device of claim 2 1 , wherein the house pet is a dog. 

23. (original) The device of claim 2 1, wherein the exterior surfaces of the pet toy main 
member and the pet toy secondary members are sufficiently durable to non-destructively 
withstand biting and chewing by a house pet. 

24. (original) The device of claim 21, wherein the interface surfaces of the main member and 
the interface surfaces of the secondary members are attached securely enough to require a 
substantial amount of force to detach the secondary members from the main member that a 
challenge is provided for a house pet. 

25. (original) The device of claim 21, wherein the pet toy is constructed from one or more 
materials selected from the group of denim, plush, corduroy, and rubber. 

26. (original) The device of claim 21, wherein the pet toy main member and the pet toy 
secondary members are attached at the interface surfaces using hook and loop tape. 

27. (original) The device of claim 21 , wherein the pet toy main member and the pet toy 
secondary members are attached at the interface surfaces using magnets. 

28. (original) The device of claim 21, wherein the pet toy main member and the pet toy 
secondary members are attached at the interface surfaces using snaps, whereby the pet toy main 
member includes a protrusion at each interface surface that snaps into a mating socketed portion 
on an interface surface of each secondary member, thereby attaching the pet toy main member to 
the pet toy secondary members. 

29. (original) The device of claim 2 1 , wherein the pet toy main member and the pet toy 
secondary members are attached at the interface surfaces using snaps, whereby the pet toy main 
member includes a socketed portion at each interface surface that snaps onto a mating protrusion 
on an interface surface of each secondary member, thereby attaching the pet toy main member to 
the pet toy secondary members. 
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30. (previously presented) The device of claim 2 1 , farther comprising a cord that connects 
the pet toy main member and the pet toy secondary members at the interfacing surfaces, wherein 
the cord is sized in length to allow the interface surfaces on the main member to separate from 
the interface surfaces on the secondary member while still remaining connected via the cord, and 
wherein the cord facilitates restoring the pet toy to the attached toy state after the main member 
and the secondary members have been detached from each other by a house pet. 
31-40. (withdrawn) 

41 . (Currently amended) A pet toy device for a house pet, the device comprising: 

a pet toy main member having an exterior surface and one or more interface surfaces, 
wherein the main member exterior surface is non-destructively gripable by a house pet using its 
mouth and paws, wherein each of the main member interface surfaces includes a first portion of 
a snap connector, wherein the main member is adapted to teeth of a dog and to withstand biting, 
chewing, and rending, and wherein the pet toy main member is shaped and sized to prevent 
swallowing by a house pet; and 

one or more pet toy secondary members, each pet toy secondary member having an 
exterior surface that is non-destructively gripable by a house pet using its mouth and paws; each 
pet toy secondary member further having an interface surface that includes a second portion of a 
snap connector that mateably corresponds to the first portion of the snap connector on each main 
member interface. surface, wherein the secondary members are adapted to teeth of a dog and to 
withstand biting, chewing, and rending, and wherein the pet toy secondary members are shaped 
and sized to prevent swallowing by a house pet; 

wherein the interface surfaces of the main member and the interface surfaces of the 
secondary members are attachable by a human to create an attached toy state via the snap 
connectors, non-destructively detachable by a house pet using its mouth and paws to 
create a detached toy state by disconnecting the snap connectors, and repeatably 
reattachable by a human to recreate an attached toy state via the snap connectors after 
being detached by a house pet; thereby enabling a house pet to tear apart the main and 
secondary members of the toy by gripping the exterior surfaces of the toy with its paws 
and mouth, and subsequently enabling a human to easily reassemble the toy by 
reattaching the interface surfaces of the main member and secondary members. 

42. (original) The device of claim 41 , wherein the house pet is a dog. 
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43. (original) The device of claim 41 , wherein the exterior surfaces of the pet toy main 
member and the pet toy secondary members are sufficiently durable to non-destructively 
withstand biting and chewing by a house pet. 

44. (original) The device of claim 41, wherein the interface surfaces of the main member and 
the interface surfaces of the secondary members are attached securely enough via the snap 
connectors to require a substantial amount of force to detach the secondary members from the 
main member that a challenge is provided for a house pet. 

45. (original) The device of claim 41, wherein the pet toy is constructed, at least in part, from 
rubber material. 

46. (original) The device of claim 41, wherein the first portion of a snap connector includes a 
protrusion, and the second portion of a snap connector includes a mating socketed portion, and 
wherein the first portion of the snap connector is shaped and sized to snap into the second 
portion of the snap connector, thereby attaching the pet toy main member to the pet toy 
secondary members. 

47. (original) The device of claim 4 1 , wherein the first portion of a snap connector includes a 
socketed portion, and the second portion of a snap connector includes a mating protrusion, and 
wherein the first portion of the snap connector is shaped and sized to snap onto the second 
portion of the snap connector, thereby attaching the pet toy main member to the pet toy 
secondary members. 

48-54. (withdrawn) 

55. (previously presented) The pet toy device for a house pet of claim 2 1 , wherein the house 
pet is a large dog. 

56. (previously presented) The pet toy device for a house pet of claim 55, wherein the pet toy 
device is constructed of a plastic material. 

57. (previously presented) The pet toy device for a house pet of claim 56, wherein the plastic 
material is a vinyl material. 

58. (previously presented) The pet toy device for a house pet of claim 56, wherein the plastic 
material is a polyethylene material. 

59. (previously presented) The pet toy device for a house pet of claim 41, wherein the house 
pet is a large dog. 
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60. (previously presented) The pet toy device for a house pet of claim 59, wherein the pet toy 
device is constructed of a plastic material. 

61 . (previously presented) The pet toy device for a house pet of claim 60, wherein the plastic 
material is a vinyl material. 

62. (previously presented) The pet toy device for a house pet of claim 60, wherein the plastic 
material is a polyethylene material. 

VI GROUNDS OF REJECTION TO BE REVIEWED ON APPEAL 
The applicant appeals all claim rejections 35 USC § 103 of claims 21-30, 41-47 and 55-62. 

• Applicant appeals examiner's rejection that Claims 21-30, 41-47 and 55-62 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 103 over Shamitoff. 

• Applicant appeals examiner's rejection that Claims 26 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Shamitoff and RusseL 

• Applicant appeals examiner's rejection that Claims 27 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Shamitoff and Alonso 3,375,604. 

• Applicant appeals examiner's rejection that Claims 30 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Shamitoff and Essebaggers 5,108,100. 

VII. ARGUMENT 

A. Applicant appeals examiner's rejection that Claims 21-30, 41-47 and 55-62 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 over Shamitoff. 

As previously stated in the remarks of September 30, 2008, Shamitoff does not disclose a 
dog toy. The present invention is a dog toy. The Shamitoff reference would be totally changed 
in its principle of operation if it were to become a dog toy. According to the manual of patent 
examining procedure 2143.01 states that the proposed modification cannot change the principle 
of operation of a reference. The teachings and suggestions of the Shamitoff reference cannot be 
modified using another prior art reference to change the Shamitoff reference to disclose the 
claimed invention. Shamitoff further fails to teach in each and every element of the claims for 
the reasons stated above. The claim amendments are not vague. The main member and 
secondary members being adapted to teeth of a dog discloses a ruggedized dog toy having parts 
that cannot be swallowed, rather than the device of the Shamitoff reference. 
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The Shamitoff reference teaches a plurality of small detachable portions of the head such 
as eyes, ears, earrings, nose, mouth, mustache, beard and hair. (Shamitoff col 5, line 5-8) It is 
common knowledge that items such as these small detachable portions are extremely small and 
easy to swallow by a common pet dog such as a Labrador Retriever. Thus, the Shamitoff 
reference teaches away from a pet toy. 

The Shamitoff reference in combination with the other references does not teach a pet toy 
of the present invention with primary and secondary members that are nondestructively 
disassembled and re-combinable. 

The supplemental declaration of Julie Theel provides secondary Graham factor evidence 
as to nonobviousness (Exhibit A). The Rule 1 .132 affidavit of Julie Theel of May 20, 2002 in 
United States application 10/154,127, now US Patent 6,623,328 should also be considered for 
secondary factors (Exhibit B). 

B. Applicant appeals examiner's rejection that Claims 26 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Shamitoff and Russell. 

For the sake of brevity, but rejections of the independent claims were discussed in detail 
on the understanding that the dependent claims are also patently distinct over the prior art, as 
they did then directly from their restrictive independent claims. Nevertheless, but dependent 
claims include additional features that, in combination with those of the independent claims, 
provide further separate and independent basis for patentability. 

Shamitoff fails to teach or suggest each and every element of claim 26 for the reasons 
stated above. While the Russell reference may disclose the additional limitation of claim 26, the 
Russell reference clearly does not supply the deficiencies of claim 21 set forth above. 
Accordingly, the applicant respectfully submits that claim 26 is patentable because claim 21 is 
patentable. 

C. Applicant appeals examiner's rejection that Claims 27 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Shamitoff and Alonso. 

For the sake of brevity, but rejections of the independent claims were discussed in detail 
on the understanding that the dependent claims are also patently distinct over the prior art, as 
they did then directly from their restrictive independent claims. Nevertheless, but dependent 
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claims include additional features that, in combination with those of the independent claims, 
provide further separate and independent basis for patentability. 

Shamitoff fails to teach or suggest each and every element of claim 27 for the reasons 
stated above. While the Alonso reference may disclose the additional limitation of claim 26, the 
Alsonso reference clearly does not supply the deficiencies of claim 21 set forth above. 
Accordingly, the applicant respectfully submits that claim 27 is patentable because claim 21 is 
patentable. 

D. Applicant appeals examiner's rejection that Claims 30 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Shamitoff and Essebaggers 5,108,100. 

For the sake of brevity, but rejections of the independent claims were discussed in detail 
on the understanding that the dependent claims are also patently distinct over the prior art, as 
they did then directly from their restrictive independent claims. Nevertheless, but dependent 
claims include additional features that, in combination with those of the independent claims, 
provide further separate and independent basis for patentability. 

Shamitoff fails to teach or suggest each and every element of claim 30 for the reasons 
stated above. While the Essebaggers reference may disclose the additional limitation of claim 
30, the Essebaggers reference clearly does not supply the deficiencies of claim 21 set forth 
above. Accordingly, the applicant respectfully submits that claim 30 is patentable because claim 
21 is patentable. 

Respectfully submitted for appellant, 



Dated: 




Tel: (714) 825-0555 CLEMENT CHENG, Bar #45463 

Fax: (714) 825-0558 17220 Newhope Street, Suite 127 

Fountain Valley, CA 92708 
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VIII. CLAIMS APPENDIX 



21. A pet toy device for a house pet, the device comprising: 

a pet toy main member having an exterior surface and one or more interface surfaces, 
wherein the main member exterior surface is non-destructively gripable by a house pet using its 
mouth and paws, wherein the main member is adapted to teeth of a dog and to withstand biting, 
chewing, and rending, and wherein the pet toy main member is shaped and sized to prevent 
swallowing by a house pet; and 

one or more pet toy secondary members, each pet toy secondary member having an 
exterior surface that is non-destructively gripable by a house pet using its mouth and paws; each 
pet toy secondary member further having an interface surface that corresponds to the main 
member interface surfaces, wherein the secondary members are adapted to teeth of a dog and to 
withstand biting, chewing, and rending, and wherein the pet toy secondary members are shaped 
and sized to prevent swallowing by a house pet; 

wherein the interface surfaces of the main member and the interface surfaces of the 
secondary members are attachable by a human to create an attached toy state, non-destructively 
detachable by a house pet using its mouth and paws to create a detached toy state, and repeatably 
reattachable by a human to recreate an attached toy state after being detached by a house pet; 

thereby enabling a house pet to tear apart the main and secondary members of the toy by 
gripping the exterior surfaces of the toy with its paws and mouth, and subsequently enabling 
a human to easily reassemble the toy by reattaching the interface surfaces of the main 
member and secondary members. 

22. The device of claim 21, wherein the house pet is a dog. 

23. The device of claim 2 1 , wherein the exterior surfaces of the pet toy main member and the 
pet toy secondary members are sufficiently durable to non-destructively withstand biting and 
chewing by a house pet. 

24. The device of claim 21, wherein the interface surfaces of the main member and the 
interface surfaces of the secondary members are attached securely enough to require a substantial 
amount of force to detach the secondary members from the main member that a challenge is 
provided for a house pet. 



15 



25. The device of claim 21, wherein the pet toy is constructed from one or more materials 
selected from the group of denim, plush, corduroy, and rubber. 

26. The device of claim 2 1 , wherein the pet toy main member and the pet toy secondary 
members are attached at the interface surfaces using hook and loop tape. 

27. The device of claim 21 , wherein the pet toy main member and the pet toy secondary 
members are attached at the interface surfaces using magnets. 

28. The device of claim 2 1 , wherein the pet toy main member and the pet toy secondary 
members are attached at the interface surfaces using snaps, whereby the pet toy main member 
includes a protrusion at each interface surface that snaps into a mating socketed portion on an 
interface surface of each secondary member, thereby attaching the pet toy main member to the 
pet toy secondary members. 

29. The device of claim 21, wherein the pet toy main member and the pet toy secondary 
members are attached at the interface surfaces using snaps, whereby the pet toy main member 
includes a socketed portion at each interface surface that snaps onto a mating protrusion on an 
interface surface of each secondary member, thereby attaching the pet toy main member to the 
pet toy secondary members. 

30. The device of claim 2 1, further comprising a cord that connects the pet toy main member 
and the pet toy secondary members at the interfacing surfaces, wherein the cord is sized in length 
to allow the interface surfaces on the main member to separate from the interface surfaces on the 
secondary member while still remaining connected via the cord, and wherein the cord facilitates 
restoring the pet toy to the attached toy state after the main member and the secondary members 
have been detached from each other by a house pet. 

41 . A pet toy device for a house pet, the device comprising: 

a pet toy main member having an exterior surface and one or more interface surfaces, 
wherein the main member exterior surface is non-destructively gripable by a house pet using its 
mouth and paws, wherein each of the main member interface surfaces includes a first portion of 
a snap connector, wherein the main member is adapted to teeth of a dog and to withstand biting, 
chewing, and rending, and wherein the pet toy main member is shaped and sized to prevent 
swallowing by a house pet; and 

one or more pet toy secondary members, each pet toy secondary member having an 
exterior surface that is non-destructively gripable by a house pet using its mouth and paws; each 
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pet toy secondary member further having an interface surface that includes a second portion of a 
snap connector that mateably corresponds to the first portion of the snap connector on each main 
member interface surface, wherein the secondary members are adapted to teeth of a dog and to 
withstand biting, chewing, and rending, and wherein the pet toy secondary members are shaped 
and sized to prevent swallowing by a house pet; 

wherein the interface surfaces of the main member and the interface surfaces of the 
secondary members are attachable by a human to create an attached toy state via the snap 
connectors, non-destructively detachable by a house pet using its mouth and paws to 
create a detached toy state by disconnecting the snap connectors, and repeatably 
reattachable by a human to recreate an attached toy state via the snap connectors after 
being detached by a house pet; thereby enabling a house pet to tear apart the main and 
secondary members of the toy by gripping the exterior surfaces of the toy with its paws 
and mouth, and subsequently enabling a human to easily reassemble the toy by 
reattaching the interface surfaces of the main member and secondary members. 

42. The device of claim 41 , wherein the house pet is a dog. 

43. The device of claim 41 , wherein the exterior surfaces of the pet toy main member and the 
pet toy secondary members are sufficiently durable to non-destructively withstand biting and 
chewing by a house pet. 

44. The device of claim 41 , wherein the interface surfaces of the main member and the 
interface surfaces of the secondary members are attached securely enough via the snap 
connectors to require a substantial amount of force to detach the secondary members from the 
main member that a challenge is provided for a house pet. 

45. The device of claim 41 , wherein the pet toy is constructed, at least in part, from rubber 
material. 

46. The device of claim 41 , wherein the first portion of a snap connector includes a 
protrusion, and the second portion of a snap connector includes a mating socketed portion, and 
wherein the first portion of the snap connector is shaped and sized to snap into the second 
portion of the snap connector, thereby attaching the pet toy main member to the pet toy 
secondary members. 

47. The device of claim 41, wherein the first portion of a snap connector includes a socketed 
portion, and the second portion of a snap connector includes a mating protrusion, and wherein 
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the first portion of the snap connector is shaped and sized to snap onto the second portion of the 
snap connector, thereby attaching the pet toy main member to the pet toy secondary members. 

55. The pet toy device for a house pet of claim 21, wherein the house pet is a large dog. 

56. The pet toy device for a house pet of claim 55, wherein the pet toy device is constructed 
of a plastic material. 

57. The pet toy device for a house pet of claim 56, wherein the plastic material is a vinyl 
material. 

58. The pet toy device for a house pet of claim 56, wherein the plastic material is a 
polyethylene material. 

59. The pet toy device for a house pet of claim 4 1 , wherein the house pet is a large dog. 

60. The pet toy device for a house pet of claim 59, wherein the pet toy device is constructed 
of aplastic material. 

61 . The pet toy device for a house pet of claim 60, wherein the plastic material is a vinyl 
material. 

62. The pet toy device for a house pet of claim 60, wherein the plastic material is a 
polyethylene material. 
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IX, EVIDENCE APPENDIX 

The evidence appendix consists of Exhibits A and B: 

Exhibit A. The supplemental declaration of Julie Theel of August 28, 2009 which has 
the following subexhibits: 



Exhibit 1 


The Purina Encyclopedia of Dog Care by Amy D. Shojai 


Exhibit 2 


Vet on Call edited by Matthew Hoffman 


Exhibit 3 


Fax from Aspen Pet re License Agreement 


Exhibit 4 


Email from G. Hirschberg re marketing Julie TheeFs toy 


Exhibit 5 


Email from J. Rudalevige (Petco) re interest in product line 


Exhibit 6 


Customer feedback 


Exhibit 7 


Marketing Survey results (14) 


Exhibit 8 


Rip Roarin' Fun-nies by Pet Generation flyer 



Exhibit B. The Rule 1 . 1 32 affidavit of Julie Theel of May 20, 2002 in United States 
application 10/154,127, now US Patent 6,623,328. 
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X. RELATED PROCEEDINGS APPENDIX 

are no exhibits in the related proceedings appendix. 
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XI. JURISDICTIONAL STATEMENT 



The Board has jurisdiction under 35 U.S.C. 134(a). On January 6, 2009 the Examiner mailed a 
final rejection setting a three-month shortened statutory period for response. The time for 
responding to the final rejection expired on April 6, 2009. Rule 134. A notice of appeal and a 
request for a three-month extension of time under Rule 136(a) was filed on July 3, 2009. 

The time for filing an appeal brief is two months after the filing of a notice of appeal. Bd.R. 

41 .37(c). The time for filing an appeal brief expires September 3, 2009. The appeal brief has the 

filing date of August 28, 2009. 



Respectfully submitted for appellant, 





17220 Newhope Street, Suite 127 
Fountain Valley, CA 92708 
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Exhibit A 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 



APPLICATION OF 
THEEL, Julie 

SERIAL NUMBER: 10/668,049 
FILED: 09/22/2003 

TITLE: DISMEMBERABLE CANINE 
APPEASEMENT DEVICE AND METHOD 



SUPPLEMENTAL DECLARATION 

STATE OF Calif ) 

) ss 

COUNTY OF Orange } 

My name is Julie Theel, I am making this declaration and affidavit. I being duly sworn, 
do hereby depose and say as follows: 

Julie Theel, who has owned many house dogs over the past 30 years, has invented a "rip 
apart" dog toy to prevent dogs from destroying toys within days of first receiving them. As the 
owner of three beloved dogs ranging from 15 pounds to 95 pounds, Julie has spent countless 
dollars in weekly purchases to replace the toys her dogs destroy. All three of her dogs derive 
great enjoyment from playing with plush toys - the only problem is that after several days of 
play, or in some cases only hours, the toys are often ripped to shreds, reduced to mere carcasses, 
with her delighted dogs sitting in a messy sea of stuffing. 

After many years of suffering hours of "stuffing clean-up" and commiserating with 
fellow dog owners over the problem of destroyed toys, Julie came up with the idea for a toy that 
dogs could truly "rip apart." Julie discovered that Velcro® attachments were the answer, as they 
allow dogs to feel as if they are ripping something apart without actually ruining the toy. After 
creating prototypes and finding a manufacturer, she took her "rip apart" dog toy to market. 

The response has been overwhelming. Never before has such a toy been created 
specifically for dogs, as evidenced by an extensive patent search, as well as by the testimony of 
many long-time industry players and storeowners in the attached Market Survey. Upon 
introduction in Anaheim, Calif, at the "Superzoo Dog Industry Show" in July 2002, followed by 
the biggest show, "H.H. Backer Dog Industry Show" in Chicago in October 2002, Julie was 
immediately approached for licensing by the two biggest dog toy manufacturers. These 
manufacturers both expressed the desire to have the rights to introduce these toys as their latest 
and greatest new dog toy. 

Additional testimony to the favorable response to the idea for a dismemberable dog toy 
is that in 2003, Petco, one of the largest chains of pet supply stores, approached Julie with the 
desire to merchandise the toys in their boutique concept stores, where they claimed they were 
only placing "new and unique items." 



The customer response to Julie's "rip apart" dog toy has been remarkable as well Julie 
has received numerous emails from grateful customers thanking her for creating a toy that can 
withstand the chewing and ripping that occurs during dog play: 

"We have purchased your rip apart toys for our Akita, and have found that the ripping 
noise of the Veicro has kept her from destroying it! We purchased it thinking that it would not 
last long. We were surprised when it lasted, and became a game for our Akita to rip the pieces 
apart, and then wait for us to put it back together. We have yet to experience any of the pieces 
being torn apart at the seams!" Sandy Arbogast, Akita Rescue of Western New York 

"Hi Julie, I received your wonderful toys today. I can't tell you how much we all love 
them."- Martnel Bonaquisti, owner of Dogma Pet Boutique, Irvine, CA 

"I was given one of your Rippys toys as a gift for my Cocker Spaniel, she absolutely 
loves it and I would like to find out how to purchase more of your innovative products." 
-Thank you, J Murray, Mesa AZ 

"We love the new tiger and monkey - sold a monkey before I even had them out of the 
box! Your product is great!" - Amber at Healthy Pet 

"Mark's dog (Railey) loves your toys! It's his new favorite. Mark calls it 'Railey's 
'headless' monkey.'" - Jill at Railey 's Leash & Treat 

"I LOVE THESE TOYS!!! They are awesome for puppies. We have malamute puppies 
and they are wonderful for inspiring confidence and finding out who in the litter has the prey 
drive." Cindy O'Malley, a longtime breeder of Alaskan Malamutes 

"Your toys are truly unique - haven't come across any like them in my ongoing extensive 
search." - Carmen Laurin, owner of Pet Perspectives, a business that writes and produces 
illustrated memorials and stories for clients about their pets 

It is because of this overwhelming response, along with the licensing requests which 
depend on the acceptance of a patent, and the fact that she truly believes that there was a long- 
felt need for a "rip apart" dog toy made specifically for dogs that solves the problem of destroyed 
toys and other items (born out of a chewing, ripping need common to all dogs), that Julie hopes 
to be granted protection of her idea. 

1 . Dogs have a chewing need that can turn destructive if not given a proper outlet. 

• "Canine chewing is normal, natural behavior for dogs and cannot -should not — be 
eliminated. It is up to owners to provide their pets with appropriate and safe chewing 
outlets to satisfy these doggy cravings" (-Amy D. Shojan, The Purina Encyclopedia 
of Dog Care, pg. 109) 

• ". . .destructive behavior has no age limits. . .they are not being spiteful or trying to 
punish you . . .they're just finding the most convenient outlet for their emotions." (- 
VetonCall,pg.l42) 

• "One reason dogs chew when they're upset is because that's their way of relieving 
tension, and also of passing the time. One of the best ways to stop a destructive dog 
who enjoys chewing is to give him acceptable alternatives" (-Steven Appelbaum, 
animal behaviorist, Vet on Call, pg. 143) 

• "Dogs don't show emotion the way people do. . .they experience the same feelings, 
such as anxiety, frustration, and boredom. They can't tell you when they're upset, but 
they can show you - sometimes with destructive behavior." (-Vet on Call, pg. 142) 



• "While dogs often use destructive behavior as a way of defusing stress, they also do it 
simply because they have more energy than they know what to do with" (-Vet on 
Call, pg. 142) 

• . .unlike people, dogs don't outgrow the habit of mouthing and gnawing." (-Amy D. 
Shojan, The Purina Encyclopedia of Dog Care, pg. 108) 

2. There is a long-felt need for proper outlets for this instinctual chewing need. 

• Note: See Market Survey: The market survey attests to a long-felt need for a proper 
"ripping outlet" 

• Julie's own experiences as a dog owner, and the many, irreparably ripped apart dog 
toys that she has had to replace over the years 

• Feedback from the "dog community" at Dog Industry Shows (Superzoo, Anaheim, 
CA, July 2002, and H.H. Backer, Chicago, October, 2002) 

• Julie's retailers' testimony that the most common complaint among dog owners is a 
ripping apart/destruction of household items 

3. A "rip apart" dog toy provides a proper outlet for this chewing need. 

• Note: See Market Survey: Dogs seem to be appeased after ripping the main parts 
apart 

• Julie's own experience: Her dogs no longer irreparably destroy their toys, but rather 
seem delighted after ripping heads, arms and legs off, and she can then simply stick 
the toy back together. 

4. A "rip apart" toy has never been created, marketed, or patented specifically for dogs 
before 

• Patent search evidences this 

• Note: See Market Survey: Store owners and managers, most of whom have been in 
the business many years and could be considered experts by way of experience, 
testify that they have never seen a "rip apart" dog toy before 

• Petco, the largest chain of dog supply stores, proposed placement of the toys in their 
new "boutique" sections of their stores where they are merchandising only new and 
unique items 

5. Although "rip apart" toys exist for humans, these toys are a completely different toy from 
"rip apart" toys for dogs 

• "Rip apart" dog toys: 

-constructed to be ripped apart with the teeth 

-made in a way that provide an outlet for appeasement of the instinctual, inherent 
chewing, rip-apart- with-the-teeth need, which is exclusive to dogs (humans 
don't normally rip their shoes or furniture apart with their teeth to alleviate 
frustration, boredom, or stress) 

-dogs can't comprehend stress after a "bad call" in a ball game so the dog toys are 
not devised for this release 

-dogs don't rip apart the toys for any educational means, or so that they can enjoy 
putting them back together, so the toys are not devised for dogs to put them 
back together 

• "Rip apart" human toys: 

-often meant to be taken apart so that they can be put back together as an end use 
-often meant to be educational 

-can be used to release stress humans might feel after a "bad call" in a ballgame 
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-not meant to alleviate a prey or chewing instinct 

• Humans don't have a long-felt need for a toy that will help humans eliminate 
destructive chewing, or any oral behavior toward shoes, clothes, or furniture, however 
dogs do need such a toy to provide this outlet, and "rip apart" toys made for dogs 
provide this outlet 

6. Toys that are created specifically for dogs, differ from toys that are made for humans 

• Size: with special consideration for the largest sized dogs' mouths, i.e. no small parts, 
tennis ball sized or larger, so as not to be swallowed 

• Shape: with special consideration for what would entice dogs, usually animal shapes 
to simulate prey, or balls to encourage chasing 

• Color: animal behaviorists claim pink and orange are most enticing to dogs 

• Sound: voice boxes to simulate animal/prey sounds are especially desirable to dogs, 
as well as rattles and squeakers 

• Safety: no plastic eyes, embroidered facial features are best, no toxic materials, must 
be washable, no removable metal pieces 

• Velcro® that is strong enough to give dogs enough resistance to simulate 
"destruction" but soft enough to avoid abrasion of the gums, and always rounded at 
corners so as not to "poke" dogs mouths 

• Proper warnings on hang tags for dogs 

7. "Rip apart" dog toys are non-obvious. . .they are new, unique, answer a problem, and 
upon introduction were suddenly in great demand 

• The two top competing dog toy companies have each approached me with requests to 
enter into a licensing agreement for the "rip apart" dog toys IF a patent is granted 
(without a patent they will go forward without my consent or control, "We have a 
keen interest in your concept. .."Mr.Gary Hirschberg, president, Vo-Toys, in an email 
to Julie, attached). 

• The largest chain of dog supply stores, Petco, proposed merchandising the toys in 
their new high-end concept stores which only feature, according to buyer for Petco, 
Ms. Joanna Rudalevige, the most new and unique items. 

In a Marketing Survey that was sent to approximately 70 pet shop owners who sell dog 
supplies, the results thus far of the Pet Generation Marketing Survey have been as follows: 

1 . For the Question, "Have you ever seen a "rip apart" dog toy, prior to the Rip Roarin Fun- 
nies?" 

All 14 respondents said "NO" 

2. For the Question, "Do your customers often complain that their dogs destroy or rip apart toys 
or things they are not supposed to? 

All 14 respondents said "YES" 

3. For the question, "Do you feel that the "Rip-Roarin Fun-nies" rip apart toys provide a good 
outlet for that rip apart need? 

All 14 Respondents said "YES" 



4. For the question, "Do dogs rip apart the individual pieces or do they seem appeased, at least 
temporarily, after removing the Velcro attachments?" 

Several different responses were generated: 

3 Respondents were unsure, 4 stated that some dogs do, some do not, 5 stated that the 
dogs are at least temporarily appeased, 2 stated that dogs still ripped apart individual pieces. 

5. For the Question, "Do you feel that there was a long-felt need for a toy that dogs could be 
allowed to "rip apart" (and it could then be put back together!) 

13 Respondents said yes, and 1 Respondent was unsure 

6. For the Question asking for the "features that make the Rip Roarin' Fun-nies especially well 
suited for dogs. 

Respondents answered with, "Cute," Soft, Velcro, Fun, Size, Velcro attachments, Small 
size of the Parts, No strings or plastic eyes for dogs to swallow, Only come apart by 
pulling apart, Hide a Treat Option, Sound of the Velcro, Fact they can rip it apart, 
Washable, Noise, Cute Shapes, strong Velcro, quality fleece, Velcro Sound. 
The most common response referred to attributes of the Velcro. 

7. For the Question, "What kind of feedback had you had from your customers regarding the 
"Rip Roarin Fun-nies" 

13 Respondents reported that they received Positive Feedback 

1 Respondent reported that they received negative Feedback due to Opening of Back 

Seam. 

8. For the Question, "In comparison to the other dog toys your store sells, please rank the sale: of 
the Rip Roarin Fun-nies" 

4 Respondents reported that they are not selling as well as other toys 

7 Respondents reported that they are selling the same as the other toys 
3 Respondents reported that they were selling better than the other toys 



I testify that the above is true and accurate to the best of my knowledge. 




Date 
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Just like human babies, puppies put things in their mouths 
their world. Particularly when teething, young dogs chew objects 10 n; 
the discomfort. But unliker^le , dogs don't outgrow the habit of mouj 

and gnawing. * ■ 'L, 

Your dog doesn't have hands and instead uses her mouth. Caning 
mouth-oriented creatures with an incredible ability to control the interim 
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Dogs love to chew 
(Fltoto credit; Amy D. 
Shojcd) 
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Chewing can wear 
or break teeth 
(Photo credit: Msron 
Purina Company) 
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CHEWING m 





Chewing sticks can cause 
problems ( Photo credit: 
Betsy Stowe) 



their bite. Modern pet dogs use their powerful teeth and jaws to pick up and 
carry things, to eat, for defense, and for recreational chewing. Gnawing ob- 
j ects simply feels good ro dogs._ — — 

This c*alfixatioji tends to get dogs into trouble, however, because they 
aren't always particular about the objects they target. Canine chewing not only 
can damage your property, but can injure the dog when teeth are broken or an 
ooject is swallowed (see swallowed objects and periodontal disease) . 

Items that carry their beloved owner's scent — like leather shoes— are 
often targeted, but nothing is sacred. Hogs wKr> ar » fr^ed a nd have nothing 
else to do tend to be problem chewers. 

Chewing is normal, natural behavior for dogs and cannot — should not— <■ 
be eliminated. It is up to owners to provide their pprs with a p r r 0rr j ^**nr! 
safe chewing outlets to satisfy these doggy cravings. 

Avoid offering objects that may contuse your dog. If she's not to chew 
your new shoes, don't offer the old ones; dogs may not be able to tell the dif- 
ference. Choose instead a dog toy sold in grocery or pet stores . The key to 
solving problems is to reduce your dog's opportunities to make mistakes. Don't 
leave tempting items scattered about the house, and confine your dog to a 
"safe" zone when you aren't there to supervise her activity. When you catch 



her chewing a forbidden object, tell her "no" and take it away (or remove her 
from the table leg), and provide her with an flnnwerj^alternative. A product 
like Bitter Apple applied co dangerous objects, like electrical cords, will help 
train your dog to leave forbidden items alone. 

Never offer your dog bones to chew on. Raw bones are unsanitary, and both raw 
and cooked bones can splinter under the dog's assault Swallowed fragments could 
cause lethal internal trauma by puncturing or blocking the gastrointestinal tract. 

A number of commercial chew objects are available, including a variety of 
flavored rawhide toys. Rawhide is fine in moderation, but large dogs tend not 
only to chew, but to eat the things. In excess, rawhide can interfere with sound 
nutrition when your dog eats these treats instead of her food. They can also cause 
constipation and sometimes blockage if large enough pieces are swallowed. 

Commercial hard rubber chew objects are available in sizes and even 
chicken and liver flavors to suit nearly every dog. The Nylabone and Gum- 
aborie products are excellent, offering a nearly indestructible source of 
chewing delight. 




Also called Cheyleaeila dermatitis, this condition in dogs is usually caused by a 
mite called CheyletieUa yasguru The mite lives on the surface of the dog's skin 
and causes a contagious disorder that tends to be limited to scaling and crust' 
ing of the skin. Typically, the dog's fur looks filled with dandruff. The skin may 
be itchy or not, and occasionally the lymph nodes will also swell. Some dogs 
may harbor the mite without showing any signs, yet spread the disease. Any 




Exhibit 2 



; DOG CAR&%. 



Vet On Call 

The Best Home Remedies 
for Keeping Your Dog Healthy 



From the Editors uf 




Edited by Matthew Hoffman 

Veterinary consultant: Christine L Wilford, D.V.M., is a veterinarian 
in private practice in Seattle, Washington, and the "Veterinary News" 
columnist for American Kennel Club Gazette. 



Rodale Press, Inc. 
timmaus. Pennsylvania 



No ike 

This book is intended as a reference volume only, not as a medical manual The information given here 
1*35 designed fn h*»lp you make infoimed decisions about your pet'* health. It is not intended os o 
substitute fur any ucaliucul that may tiavc been prescribed by your veterinarian. If you suspect that 
your pet has a medical problem, we urge you to seek competent medical help. 

Copyright © 1999 by Weldon Owen, Inc. 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication maybe reproduced or transmitted in any form or by 
any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording or any other information 
storage and retrieval system, without the written permission of the publisher. 

Printed in the United States of America on acid- free e. recycled paper *S> 

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publi cation Data 

Vet on call : the best home remedies for keeping your dog healthy / edited 
by Matthew Hoffman. 

p. cm. — (Dog care companions) 
Includes index. 

ISBN 1-57954-225-5 hardcover 

l.DogS — Diseases — Treatment 2. rings — Health. 3. Dogs — Behavior: 
I. Hoffman, Matthew. IT. Series. 
SF99I.V424 1999 

63 .7 VW9 — Ae2. 1 98-3 1 657 

ISBN1-57954-181-X paperback 

Uistributcd to the book trade by St. Martin's Press 

2468 10 97531 hardcover 
2468 10*9753 1 paperback 

I Our Purpose , 



lb explore, celebrate, and stand in awe 
before the »pedal relationship between us 
and the animals who share our lives. 




•SOLVING BEHAVIOR PROBLEMS 



Destructiveness 



Many dogs, from the most refined poo- 
dle to the heartiest mutt, seem to have 
a secret side. When you're home your 
dog is always on his best behavior. But when you 
leave for work or go to bed, his personality 
changes and he shows his dark side-as you 
later discover when you find your tattered shirt, 
chewed shoes, and dug-up plants. 

It's normal for puppies to chew, so your first 
task, after buying a food bowl, a tiny collar, and 
a chew toy, is to get your possessions off the 
floor and out of jaw-range. But deslructive be- 
havior has no age limits. Some older dogs, after 
years of good behavior, suddenly seem to forget 
their lessons and go on a rampage. They're not 
being spiteful or trying to punish you for leav- 
ing them at home all day. They're just finding 
the m05 t ^^mienij&tttklibr their emotion 



Don' t Leave Me 

Dogs don't show their emotions the way people 
do, so we sometimes forget that they experience 
many of the same feelings, such as anxiety, frus- 
tration, and boredom. They can't tell you when 
they're upset, but they can show you-some- 
times with destructive behavior. 

It's not a coincidence that dogs are usually at 
their most destructive when they're left alone, 
says Daniela Ortner, an animal behavronst in 
Los Angeles, California. Until humans came on 
the scene, dogs always lived in packs, and they 
don't like spending time alone. In your dog's 
eyes, you're part of his pack, and when you leave 
the house, he may feel abandoned. As his 
anxiety mounts he may experience the canine 
equivalent of temporary insanity and begin an- 
nihilating everything within 
reach. It's his way of working out 
bad feelings. For more informa- 
tion on separation anxiety see 
pages 158 to 159. 

Unless you spend your days 
at home, there's no easy way to 
monitor your dog's goings-on. It 
takes time and patience, but 
there are ways to help him cope 
with being on his own. 
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Enroll your dog in doggie day 
care. The extra attention will 
make him less anxious—and 
less destructive. 
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Chew Toys 

Dogs can often be diverted by chew toys. There is a wide variety available from pet 
supply stores and catalogs. 

Chocolate dog pull 

Rope/nylon plav ^ and 

tug toy 





Find him a job. Dogs who are confident 
and secure are much less likely to become de- 
structive when the/re alone*. A great way to 
boost your dog's ego is to give him something 

to do — anything from canine sports like flyball 

to visiting hospitals or nursing homes. Also, ac- 
tive dogs are tired dogs, so the/re more likely to 
sleep than look for trouble when you're gone, 
says Patricia McConnell, PkD., a certified ani- 
mal behaviorist in Black Earth, Wisconsin. 

Dogs need special training for therapy-dog 
work. That's not a bad thing, because many 
dogs enjoy obedience training, and especially 
the praise that comes from doing a good job. 

Keep his jaws busy. One reason dogs chew 
when they're upset is bec^uTe^thaPe their way of 
relieving tension, and also of passing the time. 
One of the best ways to stop a destructive dog 
who enjoys chewing is to give him acceptable 
alternatives, like chew toys or tennis balls, says 
Steven Appelbaum, an animal behaviorist in 
Northridge, California. A good choice is the 
Kong toy, says Dr. McConnell. Made of stout 



rubber with a hollow cavity inside, these are de- 
signed to hold small amounts of food, like 
cheese or a spoonful of peanut butter. Dogs can 
happily spend hours just trying to get the food 
out of the hole. 

When choosing chew toys, avoid discarded 
socks or shoes. Your dog can't tell the difference 
between old, rejected slippers and brand-new 
pumps. If you let him think one shoe is accept- 
able, he'll conclude that all shoes are fair game. 

Use a deterrent. Some dogs have a favorite 
object — anything from a piano leg to the corner 
of a door frame — and will keep returning to 
chew the life out of it Spraying the object with 
something that tastes or smells bad, such as Bit- 
ter Apple or citronella, available in pet supply 
stores, will help keep them away. 

Another approach is to booby-trap the 
things your dog chews — for example, by puuing 
coins in an empty soda can and tying it to the 
object of his desire. When he grabs it, the noise 
will startle him and he may think twice about 
chewing it next time. 
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SOLVING BEHAVIOR PROBLEMS 



Give him his own space. Dogs naturally 
gravitate to small, enclosed, den-like spaces, es- 
pecially when they're anxious. In fact, many 
dogs feel insecure when they have the run of the 
house — they don't know what tu du with all 
that space. Try confining your dog in a small 
room or gradually get him used to being crated 
when you're not home. This can make him feel 
much safer and more secure, so he's less likely to 
run amok. 

Sabotage his digging. Some dogs get de- 
structive in the house; others love tearing up the 
yard. It's extremely hard to discourage a dog 
that digs digging, but you can make it harder for 
him by burying lava rock in the area, since he 
won't like the way it feels when he hits it, says 
Appelbaum. Or try cutting his nails so that dig- 
ging feels uncomfortable — but don't cut them 
so short that you damage the sensitive quick. 

Drop by occasionally. If youre lucky 
enough to live close to work, you can always 
drop by at lunchtime. When you visit your dog 
during the day, hia isolation ia interrupted, and 



5ome do^s ha^ be'^ VJ 

■ $ibe;r[ar\hy$fo^ 
gt coat ^$^^r^|^i?^^^t?. 




Inside, with no^ng>» ^o!|^ ^ 
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This bearded collie is burning tremendous amounts 
of energy. The more he plays and exercises the less 
likely he is to be distressed and destructive. 

he'll be less likely to be anxious when you're 
gone. When you're not able to get away from 
work, you might wont to arrange with a neigh- 
bor or a professional dog sitter to drop by pur 
home during the day. Giving your dog someone 

to play with, even if it*c only for a few minuUc, 

will help keep him entertained while taking his 
mind off your belongings, says Ortner. 

Wear him out. While dogs often use de- 
structive behavior as a way of defusing stress, 
they also do it simply because they have more 
energy than they know what to do with. A good 
solution is to give him a lot of exercise just be- 
fore you leave in the morning and again when 
you get home at night, says Dr. McConnell. A 
dog who's used up all his energy is much less 
likely to be destructive. ^ 
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Aspen Pet Products, Inc. 
4735 N. Florence Street 
Denver, CO 80238 



November 1 1 , 2002 



Julie Theel, President 

Pet Generation 

1280 Bison 

Suite: B9-263 

Newport Beach, CA 92660 

Re: *Rip Roarin' Fun-nles 



Dear Julie: 

On the basis of our telephone conversation, we are pleased tc advise you that 
Aspen Pet Products, Inc. (" Aspen*) is interested in entering into a definitive Exclusive 
License Agreement (the "Agreement") with Pet Generation (" Inventor") with respect 
to the Rip Roarin' Fun-nies (the "Product"). We understand that the Product couid 
potentially b& tha subject of a utility patent in the US. which has been fllod by the 
inventor. This letter of interest sets forth the key terms of our proposal for an 
Agreement, as follows: 



1- Terms of Agreement The principal terms of the Agreement will be as 
follows: 

a. Inventor will grant to Aspen the exclusive right to manufacture, 
distribute and sell the Product worldwide. Aspen will have full rights to copyrights 
and trademarks related to the Product. 

b. Inventor will receive a 5% royalty on net sales of the Product, 
payable within 45 days of the close of each calendar quarter, 
along with a report of sales by SKU. This royalty structure is 
based on issuance of a broad patent protection tc repel direct 
competttion. 

c. The tern) of the Agreement will be for the marketable life of the 
Product. 
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2, Access to Information . Immediately following acceptance of this letter, 
Inventor will provide Aspen and its representatives access to ah design concepts, 
prototypes, samples, patent applications, patent searches and registrations (If 
applicable), and other information of Inventor relating to the design of the Product to 
enable Aspen to complete Its investigation of it ! s marketability. Any proprietary or 
confidential Infuunaliun of lirvenioi disclosed lu Aspen in the course of its 
investigation will be held in confidence by Aspen and returned to the inventor if an 
Agreement between both parties is not reached. 

3. Expenses . Each party to the Agreement will pay all of it$ own 
expenses. 

4, Cooperation and Exclusive Dealing . Inventor and Aspen will cooperate 
in good faith and expeditiously to determine the validity of the Product. Inventor 
agrees not to offer to license any rights to manufacture, distribute or sell the Product, 
and not to soiicit, negotiate, accept or enter into any agreement with any third party 
with respect to the Product (including, without limitation, any agreement for the 
license, manufacture, sale, distribution or supply of the Product), until the expiration 
of 90 days from the execution date of this letter or such earlier date as the parties 
mutually agree that an Agreement cannot be reached. 

5. Nond isclosure/Pub licity . Each party agrees that it will not, without Die 
prior written consent of the other party, disclose publicly or to any third party the 
terms and conditions of this letter or the subsequent negotiations between the 
parties, except to the extent required by law or as may be required by Aspen in 
connection with determining the cost of the Product. 

6- Nunblnding Agreement. This letter of Interest Is intended to provide a 
basis for the preparation of a definitive Exclusive License Agreement. Until such 
agreement has been prepared and duly authorized, executed and delivered by both 
parties, none of the provisions of this letter shall be binding on either party with The 
exception of the agreements and obligations contained In numbered paragraphs 2 
through 5 above. 

7. Acceptanc e. This letter of interest may be accepted in writing by 
Inventor until November 19, 2002, but will terminated if not accepted by 
the close of business on that date. 
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tf the foregoing is satisfactory, please evidence your acceptance of this 
proposal by signing and returning to us the enclosed copy of this letter. It is 
understood that upon your acceptance, this letter will constitute a letter of interest to 
negotiate in good faith to complete a definitive Exclusive License Agreement on the 
terms set forth above. 



ACCEPTED AND AGREED 

Date: 

PET GENERATION 

By: . 

Julie Theel, President 



Very truly yours, 



ASPEN PET PRODUCTS, INC. 




Robert J. Kirch. Chief Executive Officer 
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Julie Theel 



From: 
To: 
Sent: 
Subject: 



"Gary Hirschberg" <GaryH@Vo-Toys.com> 
<Jufie@petgeneration.com> 
Thursday, October 17, 2002 10:19 AM 
conversation at Backer Show 



Julie, 



I attempted to reach you by telephone after the Chicago Backer show. I left a voicemail. I thought it 
might be easier to reach you by email in the absence of anyone manning the telephone. If you recall, w< 
had a brief discussion at your booth about the patent you have developed for partitioning toys 
with velcro. We are very keen on the concept and we would like to pursue a licensing agreement with 
the patent and develop our own designs. We would be interested in marketing some of yours as well bu 
if you chose to go at that alone, we would be content to sell our own program. I am not sure what 
direction you are interested in pursuing but it would seem to me that the first and most realistic attempt 
should be to collect royalties from someone else's efforts to offset your upfront expenses. If you would 
like to pursue this further, I welcome hearing from you to discuss in more detail. I can be reached as 
follows: email or at 1 800 272-0088. 
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Julie Theel 



From: <info@petgeneration.com> 

To: <julietheel@cox.net> 

Sent: Wednesday, January 1 5, 2003 2:26 PM 

Subject: Web Site Inquiries from Wholesale Form 

Do not reply to Ikis email. Create a new email to respond. 

Name: joanna rudalevige 

Company Name: petco 

Address: 9125 rehcord 

City: san diego 

State: ca 

Zip: 92121 

Country: USA 

Phone: 858-453-7845 x3545 

Fax: 

Email: joannartglpetco.com 

Type of Business: Retail Pet Store 

How would you like to be contacted?: Email 

Comments: interested in your product line ... would like to see price list 

thanks 

joanna 
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SqmrrelMail 



Current Folder: INBOX 

Compose A ddress es Folder s O ptions 



Sign Out 



Search Help Calendar Notes 



Message List | Delete 

Subject: Pet Generation Contact Form 
From: info@petgeneration.com Add 



Previous I Next 



Forward | Reply | Reply All 



View Full Hea der 
View Printable Version 
View Message details 



Date: Fri, March 21, 2003 6:03 pm 
To. info@petgeneration.com 
Priority: Normal 

Do not reply to this email. Create a new email to respond. 

Eina i .1 : oma 1 ma 1 s 0 am e r i tech . ne t 
Phone : 

Name: Cindy OVMalley 
Intersted in: Riproaing Funnies 

Comments: I LOVE THESE TOYS!!! They are awesome for puppies. We have malamute 
puppies and they are wonderful for inspiring confidence and finding out who in the 
litter has zhe prey drive. Do you have any discounts for large orders? Thanks 



Down load this as a file 



http://mail.petgeneration.com^ 6/6/2003 
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Julie Thee] • m : 

From: "Carmen Laurin" <calaurin@shaw.ca> 

To: <julietheel@cox.net> 

Sent: Monday, December 09, 2002 2:46 PM 

Subject: Rip Roarin' Fun-nies toys 

Hi Julie (I think that's the name I heard on your phone answering machine), 

I am the owner of Pet Perspectives. I write and produce unique illustrated memorials and stories for clients about 
their pets and for friende/family as gifts to pet owners. Like you, my business venture is fairly new. 

As a complementary add-on to my product, I am interested in a sole distributorship of unique high quality pet 
items for British Columbia. I came upon your Rip Roarin 1 Fun-nies toys in another site, and further search brought 
me to YOUR site. 

Your toys are t ruly unique - haven't come across any like them in mv ongoing extensive search. Would you be 
interested in marketing the toys in British Columbia, if you are not already in stores here (again, I hadn't seen your 
toys until today). 

I look forward to hearing from you. In the meantime, congratulations on a unique product! 

Carmen Laurin 
Pet Perspectives 
Bowser, BC 
Phone: 250-757-8308 
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(and it could then be par ^^J^-^Sj especially ^ suited for 

6. Name the features, If any, that make the Rip Boscin fun was-rrapwwi.r 

7. What kind of feedback have you had from your customers Wj£*Jf» 

8. In comparison to the other dog toys your store sells, pieose rank the sale* of *i« sip 

Roarln' Fun-wes™": t i \ r ,„l| ' VWecp 
not sdlino as well 08 the other toys bell*^ T**SC 

✓^selting the some as the other toys 
selling better than the other toys 

9. Out of the different "Rip ftoarm' Fun-nies™" designs, which is your best 

seller ? vis? yvioo /*jpc*3 ■ 

10. What design/character would you like to see Introduced next into the family of "Rip Rocrln' 

P..»_«,U>«t««P "tMwO^A^C^ _ y 

11. Any additional thoughts or comments? ; . * 1 

StorSI 5S^^5 B E ft^WiPr- 
AddressyjtZ^ £LSl£- 



Store Telephone Mmnh«r: 4Z^'4 ft (v^Sfe? 



W« REALLY appreciate your inputl Thank you so very much! 
Pet Generation, LLC 

PLEASE FAX BACK TO 949-425-8756 

1280 Biesca. Suite • Newport Beach, CA 92660 • (S66) 204-2539 - P (9^91 425-8756 
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Market Survey # _ 

*Rip Roonn' Fun-ni«™° Q*^?^ 
,.,the Vetcro® attached dog -foys, that can be "ripped apart - and put back 
together! 

t. Move yoo ever seen a Vip opart" dog toy, prk>r to the "Rip Roarin' Fun-nies~*7 



2 t>o your customers often complain that their dogs destroy or Hp apart toys or things they 
ore not supposed to? M *4 ■ - — 

3. Do you fed that the'RiplWin' Fun-nies™" rip-aport toys provide a good ouHet for that 
rip apart m **^A"> ^ ., 

4. &o dogs rip apart the individual pieces, or do they seem appe ased , at least temporarily, 
after removing the Velcro® attachments T^^VS 

5. Do you fee! there wos a Jong-f eJr need for a toy that dogs could be allowed to Vip apart* 
(and it could then be put back together^? L^*^ 



6, Nam* the features, if any. that make the "Rip Roarm' Fun-nies**' especially well suited for 
doos sW\V>W 

7. What kind of feedb ack have you had from your custoiners regarding the * Rip Roarin' Fun- 
nies^*? ^^^y ... Jj7 ^ V. < sn 



8. In comparison to the other dog toys your stare setts, please rank the soles of the *Rip 
Roarin' Fun-Wes™*: 

not seating as «e|l as the other toys 

selling the same as the other toys 
Selling better thon ths other rays 

9. Out of the different m Rip Roartrt 1 Fun-wcs 7 *'' designs, which is your best 

seller ? m Uorvn m • 



10. What design/character would you Jikc to see introduced next into the family of "Rip Roarin' 

Fun-fties™*? f ?>^>v- iASci < 

IV Any additional thoughts or comments? _ - 



Store: I>^^ W TV, CV^Xn,.. 
Address: r^OW £s^W^^ t 

Store Telephone Number: SI,-* -"tcr.fr s" 

Signed: jt£Z£g&&Za — 

We RgAIXY appreciate your input} Thank you so very much! 
Pet Generation, LLC 

PLEASE FAX BACK TO 949-425-8736 

I280 Kison, Suite 89-363 • Ncvrport Beach, CA $2660 * (866) 204-2539 • P 1949) 425-6756 
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Market Survey 

S "* *» M " * ^ W «* P«t bock 

6 - ^^^^ 

~-y selli^ as welt <w the other toys 
V- N the *am« as the other toys 
9 Cu1if ^J? Wr * b€tter th «» *• other toys 

10. What desi 9n / ch orccter woSdyT, tike to ^JT^"^^ — 

Pun-me ^_ ** " rt o< ' Uced next into the famUy of^iw 

a Any oefditio^ thoi^ts or comme^TT^" 

Store: 

Address: _ - — 

Store Tefc 
Signed: 1 
T?tle:_ QnAV>^ 

We fteAUY oppr^j^ ^ ^ you ^ 
Pet Generation, U.C 

PLHASE FAX SACK TO 949-4?* ar** 

'280 Bison, suite B8 2fi3 . v ***-4Z5-B756 

MMO 304^2339. r ( 949M2S-8756 
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Market Survey 



"Rip Roann' Fun-nies™'' , 

...the Velere® attached dog-fays, that can be 'ripped apart" and put back 

together! 

1 Hove you ever seen o "rip opart" dog toy, prior to the 'ftip Roortn' Fon-nics™*? 



2. Do your customers often complain thflT their dog* destroy or rip opart toys or things they 
ore not supposed to? 



3. Do you fee! that tfe'Kp ftoarirf Fun-rues™' rip-apart toys provide a good outlet for that 
Pip sport 'reed*? ft* — 

4. Do dogs rip apart the individual pieces, or do they seem appeased, at least temporarily, 
after removing the Velcro* attachments?., jj^OttL f]fW . 

5. Do you feel there was a long-felt need for 0 toy that dogs could be allowed to Vip apart" 

T* "X**v* // — 



Llty well suited /or j 
"ftipftoarin 1 Pen- 



nies™*?.; 



B. In compcrisfen to the other dog toys your store sells, please rank the sales of the *»p 
ftodrin' Fun-nics™ 8 : ^ r\ 

vT hot seUti* as well as the other toys C^ r y* 7 / 

_ sclttig the same as the other toys 

seltin} better Them the other toys 

9. Out of the <UftereKT^Up RoarM Fun-niea™* designs, wrhich * your best 

10. What <teslan/<t hflrflc t^r wnufd^u Hke to «ee Introduced next Irrto the family of * Rip Roarin* 

11. additional thoughts or commgntO ^ 3%. ST*// ~- Q^i 

Store: ZM33~ ?«<~ZZ 

Store Tefephj^Numben jfi^-^rV^ 




Stoned!. 




We REALLY appreciate your inputl Thank you so vary muchl 
Pet Generation, LLC 

PLEASE FAX BACK TO 949-425-8756 

JZSO Bison, Suite 89-263 » Newport Beach. CA 92660 • (866) 204-2539 « ? 

7n-r4 nc:& cnv. ?:i o&4 tajft-ew.-i7u:xa.j \ htttsrh ^hw n? 
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Market Survey 

it'r • ^ * ^ - * ^ an, put back 
«• ^ you sean a >ip q pcrf dp, tc y, prior to the 'Rip ftoqrir/ ftm^ >•? 

2. ^>Wcustorner,often,c^^ ;>orfhino,th~ 
are not supposed to? _ v/^?=> p """3* thg r 

3 - 5! Z^JIS,^ * Ri P rip-aparttoy, p™ de a ^ outlet for thot 

Report need-? ^JOn* vVvw iV*^- s^Wa^. 

4. bo dogs rip open the individual pieces, or do tW seem leased, at leas temporarily 
often removing the Vetera* ottedwnento ? -La^ /V rnir- 

5. Do you feci there wee a fang-felt need for a toy thot dogs ecuid be allow* I to -rip opart' 

(and it could then be put back together fr V/tf>^. ■ W^./ *-*„c£rro*\~- 

6. Name the features, if any. that make t ie *ft!p ftoorirf Fon-nles"- especial , well suited for 

7. What kind of feedback hove you hod f i om vour customers regarding the * lip ftoarin* Fun- ^Sr* 
nies--? , A ^^JM VOsCff- \^,wv 5*^' 

8. In comparison to the other dog toys yo w store cell*, pteaee ronk the saiot of the'RJp 
Roarin' run-nles - ""*: 

not selling as well as the < ther toys 
selling the same as the et ler toys 
Selling better than the at w toys 

9. Out of the different *WpRoorWFun-hes n '" designs, which Is YOur&est , 

10. What deslgn/ehorocter would you like t > see introduced next into the fan ly of "Rip ftoarirf 

11. Any additional thoughts or comments?, G^A S feSg ~ 

s- £fe^=Sv^££a^ 

Store; \boTsL V>sJw^X <>e> 

Address: 5w, ^fv^XVt*^ ^ VX^ > 




We REALLY appreciate yon * input! Thank you so very much! 
Pet G« oration, LLC 

PLEASE FAX SACK TO 949-423-0796 

1380 Bfean. Suite BS-263 . Newport Beech. CA 02660 • 1866) 204-2538 . J> (04S 426*9766 
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FROM : Professional Pet Center FHONE NO. : 636 39t 1599 Feb. 15 20G3 13:4lPM Pi 




"Rip Rooriri Fun-nies™ w <f 1 ^ 

...the Velcro'© attached dog foys, that can be Yippee! apart" and put back 
together! 

t Have you ever seen a Vip opart" dog toy, prior to the *Rip Roorin' Fun-nies™*? 



2, Do your customer* often complain that their dog* destroy or rip apart toys or things they 
are not supposed to? , . J|£l> . — _____ 

3, bo you fed that the *Rip fcoarin' Fun*nies fM " rip-opart toys provide a good outlet for that 
rip apart "need*? „ , ^f/fe.-- — ■ — 

4. Do dogs rip apart the Individual pieces f 'or do they seem appeased, at least temporarily, 
after removing the Velcro® attachments? V/fftAO k»V fry; \ 

5. Do you fiiel there was a long-felt need for a toy that dogs could be allowed to Vip apart" 
(and It cculd then be put back together!)? ip 



6. Name the features, if any, that make the *Wp Roarfn' Fun-nies™ M especially well suited for 
dogs . dMt *&flft . .fl rp^Vdttb. m^SU^m 

7. What kind of feedback have you had from your customers regarding the *ftip fcoarin' Fun- 

"ies YM "? l^acuLJ MSfegffiQa* , ; 

8. In comparison to the other dog toys your store sells, please rank the sales of the *ftip 
Roarin* F•Jn-ri^es TW ^ 

-JL not selling as well as the other toys V^vxt* dL liMa &U*0vjlix^ 

selling the same cs the other toys ^ flwvV u Sa^^i^^v^ c ' 

selling better than the other toys 

' 9. Out of the different "Rip RoariiY Furi-nie*™" designs, which is your best 

$elter?_ frUA k SLaA*^ 

10. What design/character would you like to see introduced next into the family of "ftip fcoarin' 

11. Any additional thoughts or comments? \m jLl ±g&>U*j£&& fa^Aitt^ 
Store; "flnAy CfoW 



Address: /Jlfof 



, r ftftdfo* 



Store Telephone Number;, to<* ^Mk^£l9L^ 

Title: 



/« fcgALLY appreciate your inputl Thank you so very much! 
Pet Generation, LLC 

PUEASE FAX BACK TO 949-425-8756 

1390 Bison. Suice B3-263 • Newport Beach. CA 92660 • #66) 204-2529 • F (9*9} 423«875« 



Har 15 03 03:02p 



Edgar Cooper 



504 -263-8712 



Market Survey 




"Rip kczrin' Ftm-mes™" 
...the Velcro© attached dogfoys, that can be Yipped <spcrt ir and put back 
together! 

1. Haw you ever seen c Yip opart" dog toy, prior to the "PJp Ro<irir/ Fun-flies™"? 

fdet 



2. be your customers often complain that their dog* ocslroy or rip apart toys or things they 
ore net supposed to^> 



3. Do you fed that the "Rip Rocrin run-raes T *" rip -apart toys provide a good outlet for that 
rp apart "need 0 ? t^u^Q 

4. Do dogs rip apart the indivf^oi pieces, or do they seemqppeosed. at leesr temporarily, 
after removing The Veicro® attachments? >g£^j£ >fc 

5. Do you feel there was a long- f eft need for a toy that dogs could be allowed to "rip apart* 
{end it could then be put back together*)? LJ>C ^> 

6. Name the features, if any, that make the "Rip Rocfin'Fun-nies™" especially well suited foi 



7. What kind of feedback have ycu hadrroro your customers? regcrchng the "Rip ftoarin' Fun- 
nies 7 *^ foyTlr,^** 

8. In ccn\parison to the other dog toys your store sells, please rank the sates cf the "Rip 
Rearm' Fun-nses™": 

not selling as wetf as the other toys 

sailing the same as the other toys 

_C/se\\ing better ihon the other toys 
9 Out of the different 'Rip ftoarm' Fun-dies™" designs, which is your best 

seller? J^fjL ~. - — 



10. What design/charactef would you like to see introduced next into the farniiy of "Rip Roarin' 

Fun-nit*™"? /r fO<? g -h yy\ q y7 

il Any additional thoughts or comments? 



Store- AnaneLt £* ACK.*r% frjELcX * t~a^ 

Address: , ?A_O t <T s22s& * g= /£ £ £ 7~ 

Store rdephoj^jumber: -f3 ^ f 

Signed: J-^z^r^ ^ /jp^Z^ 

Title: ? f rf** * * J f ^ 

We REALLY appreciate your input! Thank you so very much! 
Pet generation. LLC 

PLEASE FAX SACK TO 949-425-8756 

1280 Bison, Suite B& 2S3 ♦ Newport Beach. CA 92660 - {866) 204-2539 ♦ F i.949) 425-8756 



Exhibit 8 



CONCEPJ^TOYS! 

(Up ftoirl*' 
fjltt-tiitt" 





Did you ever think you'd see The day when you 
would laugh and cheer as &§jffi°9 excitedly 
rips the head, arms, ana ^^^^f of his brand 
new toy? Well that day is herlFlntroducing the 
"Rip Roarin' Fun-niesJ M " a truly unique, patent 
pending, fun new type of toy for dogs that have 
VeJcro®atta^#^ts to allow a dog to really feel 
like he is^^^pig the toy apart, and a human 
companion caPPmply stick it back together for 
more f unl 

The benefits of thill new concept 
in toy* ^^^^S^ * % 
Fewer needle and threaa^prgeries" perform' 
on poor, dismembered toys! 
Less money wasted on expensive toys that 
ruined when they are ripped to pieces! 
A healthy, wonderful alternative to that ne 
pair of sh®^/vhen teaching your dog wh 
rw^fe^part! 

TerrificHnpping noise that drives dogs 
crazy with excitement! 

Treats may be hidden in either of t 
ball designs - more fun! 
Multiple^p$fe4tt one! 
Squ^^^ttles, and unusu 
noises!^ 

Happiness in knowing yoi 
are providing a fun NE-$ 
source of entertajj 
for your beloved dS 

Finally a tog 
that pleasei and 

^$§§"'t forget t< 

Eight great designs now. 
with more in the works! 1 



bh. CA 9266© 
w.petgeneration 
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Undor tho Popofwo* Reduction Act of 1995, no npr*nns ar* mnnired to respond to a collection of information unless It displays a valid OMB control number 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 

APPLICATION OF ) 

THEEL, Julie ) 

SERIAL NUMBER 10-154-217 ) 

FILED: 5/20/02 ) 

TITLE: DISMEMBERABLE CANINE ) 
APPEASEMENT DEVICE AND METHOD ) 

Examiner Jamila Williams whose telephone number is 703-305-3312 
Examiner Supervisor, Derris Banks 703-308-1745 
703-305-3579 fax for regular communications 
703-305-3579 fax for After Final communications 

AMENDMENTS AND REPLY TO OFFICE ACTION 

(OA Dated 11/20/2002) 

IN THE SPECIFICATION 

At Line 17, page 4 after the third paragraph ending with "Fig 5. Slack cord can be kept 
inside a hollow portion of a member 148 such as a tail member" please add the following 
sentence, 

'The cartoon character can also comprise the form of a hamburger having a patty piece, 
an upper bun piece and a lower bun piece." 

IN THE CLAIMS 

1 . A dismemberable house dog [pet] appeasement and training device to prevent destruction 
of household articles comprising: 

a figure formed from a main member having a fabric exterior and an interface surface, 
and plurality of secondary members having a fabric exterior and an interface surface, at least one 
secondary member attached to the main member at an interface surface by an attachment means, 
the attachment means allowing reattachment between interface surfaces of members, 

the main member and secondary members connecting to form a figure [of predetermined 
shape], the figure capable of being non-destructively dismembered by a house dog [canine], and 



1 



capable of reassembly by a user, wherein [whereby a user can repeatedly allow] a house dog [pet 
such as a canine to] rends apart said members to appease himself [the pet] and simulate 
destruction of the figure, said members sized to fit into the mouth of a house dog [domestic 
animal] and adapted for repeated play in the mouth of a domestic animal, wherein appeasement 
of the house doe prevents destruction of other articles . 

7. A dismemberable housedog [pet] appeasement and training device of claim 1 further 
comprising elastic cord that is disposed between members to automatically restore 
connection between attachment [connection] means disposed upon interface surfaces, 
said elastic cord restoring a predetermined configuration of character members. 
10. A method of appeasing and training a house dog [domestic animal] to prevent destruction 
of household articles comprising the steps of: forming a main member having a fabric 
exterior and at least one main member interface surface; forming a plurality of secondary 
members having a fabric exterior and at least one secondary member interface surface, 
said main member interface surface and secondary, member interface surface capable of 
repeated nondestructive disconnection and reconnection via attachment means located on 
all said main member interface surfaces and secondary member interface surfaces, said at 
least one secondary member attached to the main member by an attachment means at an 
interface surface, connecting the main member and secondary members at their interface 
surfaces to form a plush character not resemblin g household articles [of predetermined 
configuration and shape]; allowing a housedog [domestic animal such as a canine] to 
rend apart said members to simulate destruction of the plush character [figure]; 
reassembling said plush character [figure] by attaching members using the attachment 
means at the interface surfaces; repeating the last two steps until appeasement of the 
housedog [domestic animal is satisfied]; repeating all steps to train the house dog to limit 
dismembering behavior to the plush character. 
12. A method according to claim 10 wherein said attachment means consist of hook and loop 
tope, said hook portions of tape matedly attachable only to loop portions of tape, said 
loop portions affixed to said interface surfaces r»f secondary members [a member] to 
receive their respective hook portions on said interface surfaces of the main member 
[another member] to form a connection, said connection configured to allow construction 
of a plush [predetermined] character. 
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13. A method according to claim 10 wherein said loop portions are affixed to said interface 
surfaces of the main member [a member] to receive only their respective hook portions 
on said interface surfaces of secondary members [another member] to form a connection. 

DISCUSSION OF REJECTIONS AND AMENDMENTS 
Claim Rejections 35 USC § 112 

Claims 6 and 17 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph because the 
"Specification does not appear to provide support for the limitations of the claims (specifically, a 
hamburger with upper and lower bun and patty member, as claimed)." The applicant has 
amended the specification to include support for the claims. No new matter has been entered. 

Claims 1-20 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite. 
Claims 1 and 10, the phrases "a figure of predetermined shape" have been amended to add 
clarity. 

Claim 7, "connection means" is the same as the "attachment means" and is so amended. 
Claims 12 and 13, the terminology "a member", "another member" and "plurality of secondary 
members" has been clarified. The ambiguity has been removed. Claims 1 and 10, the phrase 
"such as" has been removed. 

Claim Rejections 35 USC § 103 

Claims 1, 2, 10-13 and 16 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over '917 to Russell et al. The device of Russell is disclosed as being helpful for relieving stress 
in individuals like human sports fans (column 1 lines 15-20). The applicant acknowledges that 
the examiner takes the position that an individual or human constitutes a "domestic animal'. The 
present device is designed for use by a domestic animal, which means a housedog. The term 
"domestic animal" has been clarified by amendment of claim language. Due to Claim 
amendment, the references no longer creates prima facie obviousness. 

Russell is thus distinguishable. The device of Russell does not relate to house dog 
training. The present invention prevents destruction of other household articles by training a 
house dog to satisfy destructive dismembering instincts via the present invention. The emphasis 
of the present invention allows a house dog a particular item, commonly known as an 4 allowed 
item' for dismembering. It is commonly understood that housedogs lcam by repetition. Prior to 



3 



the present invention, no such device existed in the present form. Because previous house dog 
training aids and toys lacked a destructive dismembering outlet for a housedog, dogs remained 
prone to destructive dismembering behavior. 

The Discussion of Related Art in the present application presents the problem to be avoided. 

'The natural prey instinct in a canine makes it difficult for dugs to refrain from 
rending ordinary household items such as furniture, plush animals, shoes and carpet. The 
natural hunting instinct in a canine is curbed during domestication. The resulting 
frustration leads to unhealthly fits of destruction." 

Russell teaches the use of a dismemberable figure for human entertainment related 
spectator sports. The device of Russell thus teaches away from use of a dismemberable figure 
for dog behavior modification. Although the devices share certain structural similarities, they 
are used for and designed for different purposes. 

Lonz Felt Need 

It is there a long felt need to provide dog plush that can be ripped apart and put back 
together? The Purina Encyclopedia of Dog Care by Amy Shojai attached as Exhibit A, shows 
the problem of dog damage, but does not suggest providing a dog plush that can be ripped apart 
and put back together. The Purina Encyclopedia of Dog Care by Amy Shojai suggests various 
chew toys such as rawhide and tennis balls. 

As any house dog owner knows, even well trained dogs have a tendency to rip apart 
household articles. This is because dogs have an instinct and oral fixation regarding household 
articles, yet humans do not chew and rip at their shoes and furniture when frustrated. 

Has there been a long felt need in the pet toy industry for the product? Carmen Laurin, a 
prospective customer, stated in an email on 12/9/2002 "Your toys are truly unique ~ haven't 
come across any like and then the in my ongoing extensive research." 

To determine the status of the art regarding dog toys, the applicant sent out a market 
survey to her customers in early February 2003. So far, 13 responses have been received. 
1. For the question, "Have you ever seen a "rip apart" dog toy, prior to the "Rip Roarin Fun- 
nies" ?" 

All 13 respondents said <f NO" 
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2. For the question, "Do your customers often complain that their dogs destroy or rip apart toys 
or things they are not supposed to? 

All 13 respondents said "YES" 

3. For the question, 'T)o you feel that the "Rip-Roarin Fun-nies" rip apart toys provide a good 
outlet for that rip apart need? 

All 13 Respondents said "YES" 

4. For the question, "Do dogs rip apart the individual pieces or do they seem appeased, at least 
temporarily, after removing the Velcro attachments?" 

Several different responses were generated: 

3 Respondents were unsure, 3 stated that some dogs do, some do not, 5 stated that the 
dogs are at least temporarily appeased. 2 stated that dogs still ripped apart individual 
pieces. 

5. For the question, "Do you feel that there was a long- felt need for a toy that dogs could be 
allowed to "rip apart" (and it could then be put back together!) 

1 Respondent Said No, 1 1 Respondents said yes, and 1 Respondent was unsure 

Licensing 

The applicant has been approached for a license by large vendors such as PETCO (petco.com), 
Aspen Pet Products (www.aspenpet.com), and Vo Toys (vo-toys.com). The applicant has 
been discussing licensing agreements with the vendors. 

Discussion of Dependent Claims 

Claim 3 and 14 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over '917 to 
Russell in view of '461 to Fujikawa. In light of the claim amendment to independent claim 1 
and 10, applicant suggests that claims 3 and 14 are allowable. The references do not create 
prima facie obviousness. The snake figure in both '917 to Russell and '461 to Fujikawa do not 
relate to house dog toys and training aids for house dogs. None of the references cited discussed 
the central problem of modifying house dog behavior. 

Claim 4 and 15 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over '917 to 
Russell et al in view of '384 to Billis. Again, in light of the claim amendment to independent 
claim 1 and 10, applicant suggests that claims 4 and 15 arc allowable. The references do not 
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create prima facie obviousness. The ball figure in both '917 to Russell and '384 to Billis do not 
relate to house dog toys and training aids. None of the references cited discussed the central 
problem of modifying house dog behavior. 

Claim 6 and 17 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over '917 to 
Russell et al in view of ' 141 to Nalcai. Russell in view of Nakai dues uot create prima facie 
obviousness. In light of the claim amendment to independent claim 1 and 10, applicant suggests 
that claims 6 and 17 are allowable. The sandwich figure in both '917 to Russell and '141 to 
Nalcai do not relate to house dog toys and training aids. Nakai provides a training aid for 
teaching children about cutting fruits and vegetables. Nakai provides a rigid device as opposed to 
a plush toy. Nakai requires use an implement requiring thumbs that are lacking in house dogs. 
None of the references cited discussed the central problem of modifying house dog behavior. 

Claims 7 and 8, 18 and 20 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over '91 7 to Russell et al in view of ' 100 to Essebaggers et al and further in view of '072 to 
Dreyer. Russell in view of Essebaggers does not create prima facie obviousness. Again, in light 
of the claim amendment to independent claim 1 and 10, applicant suggests that claims 7 and 8, 
1 8 and 20 arc allowable. Because the references cited do not relate to house dog toys and 
training aids, applicant suggests that there is no motivation to combine the references. None of 
the references cited discussed the central problem of modifying house dog behavior. 

Claims 8 and 19 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over '917 to 
Russell et al in view of ' 100 to Essebaggers et al and further in view of '21 6 to Chianese. 
Russell et al in view of Essebaggers and further in view of Chianese does not create prima facie 
obviousness. Chianese does not relate to dog toys. Essebaggers does not relate to dog toys. 
Russell does not relate to dog toys. Because the references cited do not relate to house dog toys 
and training aids, applicant suggests that there is no motivation to combine the references. None 
of the references cited discussed the central problem of modifying house dog behavior. 

Please feel free to contact the undersigned attorney should you have any questions or 
comments regarding the office action reply. Thank you for your time and attention in this matter. 
Respectfully submitted, 



1 stw Offices of Clement Cheng, 17220 Newhope St Ste 127, Fountain Valley, CA 92708-4283 
714-825-0555 phone; 714-825-0558 fax 
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CLEAN COPY OF THE CLAIMS 



1. (Once amended) A dismemberable house dog appeasement and training device to prevent 
destruction of household articles comprising: 

a figure formed from a main member having a fabric exterior and an interface surface, 
and plurality of secondary members having a fabric exterior and an interface surface, at 
least one scoondaiy member attached to the main member at an interface surface by an 
attachment means, the attachment means allowing reattachment between interface 
surfaces of members, 

the main member and secondary members connecting to form a figure, the figure capable 
of being non-destructively dismembered by a house dog, and capable of reassembly by a 
user, wherein a house dog rends apart said members to appease himself and simulate 
destruction of the figure, said members sized to fit into the mouth of a house dog and 
adapted for repeated play in the mouth of a domestic animal, wherein appeasement of the 
house dog prevents destruction of other articles. 

8. (Once amended) A dismemberable house dog appeasement and training device of claim 1 
further comprising elastic cord that is disposed between members to automatically restore 
connection between attachment means disposed upon interface surfaces, said elastic cord 
restoring a predetermined configuration of character members. 

1 1. (Once amended) A method of appeasing and training a house dog to prevent destruction 
of household articles comprising the steps of: forming a main member having a fabric 
exterior and at least one main member interface surface; forming a plurality of secondary 
members having a fabric exterior and at least one secondary member interface surface, 
said main member interface surface and secondary member interface surface capable of 
repeated nondestructive disconnection and reconnection via attachment means located on 
all said main member interface surfaces and secondary member interface surfaces, said at 
least one secondary member attached to the main member by an attachment means at an 
interface surface, connecting the main member and secondary members at their interface 
surfaces to form a plush character not resembling household articles; allowing a house 
dog to rend apart said members to simulate destruction of the plush character; 
reassembling said plush character by attaching members using the attachment means at 
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the interface surfaces; repeating the last two steps until appeasement of the house dog; 
repeating all steps to train the house dog to limit dismembering behavior to the plush 
character. 

14. (Once amended) A method according to claim 10 wherein said attachment means consist 
of hook and loop tape, said hook portions of tape malcdly attachable only to loop portions 
of tape, said loop portions affixed to said interface surfaces of secondary members to 
receive their respective hook portions on said interface surfaces of the mam member to 
form a connection, said connection configured to allow construction of a plush character. 

15. (Once amended) A method according to claim 10 wherein said loop portions are affixed 
to said interface surfaces of the main member to receive only their respective hook 
portions on said interface surfaces of secondary members to form a connection. 
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CLEAN COPY OF THE SPECIFICATION 



A monkey or other cartoon animal, as seen in the third embodiment, can be connected by 
a plurality of cords traveling through a main section and attaching to a tail member. A user can 
pull the tail member and reassemble the cartoon animal with ease. The user then connects the 
tail member to the cartoon animal. Fig 5. Slack cord can be kept inside a hollow portion of a 
member 148 such as a tail member. The cartoon character can also comprise the form of a 
hamburger having a patty piece, an upper bun piece and a lower bun piece. 

Analogously, any other appendage can be used as the terminal point of a plurality of 
cords. Because cords are connected to each appendage and travel through a hollow portion of 
the main section, the cords can be adjusted so that all cords allow the same length of travel. This 
assists a user in reassembly of the device. 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 



APPLICATION OF ) 

THEEL, Julie ^ 

SERIAL NUMBER 10-154-217 . ) 

FILED: 5/20/02 ) 

TITLE: DISMEMBERABLE CANINE ) 
APPEASEMENT DEVICE AND METHOD < 



AFFIDAVIT UNDER RULE 1.132 

STATE OF Calif. ) 

) ss 

COUNTY OF Orange ^ 

My name is Julie Theel, I am making this declaration and affidavit. I being duly sworn, 
do hereby depose and say as follows: 

I offer a brief background on why 1 invented the "rip apart" dog toys in the first place, to 
also hopefully shed light on why I think I should be granted a patent. I have had many house 
dogs for over 30 years. I now have three beloved dogs, ranging from 15 pounds to 95 pounds. 
All three dogs derive great enjoyment out of playing with plush toys ~ the only problem is, after 
several days of play (sometimes only hours!), the toys are often ripped to shreds, reduced to 
"mere carcases," with my delighted dogs sitting in a messy sea of stuffing. For years I have 
simply surrendered to their rip apart desires, and have spent countless dollars in weekly new toy 
purchases (not to mention hours of "stuffing clean up"!). I figured that it is better that toys are 
ripped apart, rather than my shoes and furniture, which are the next sorry victims if my zealous 
dogs are not provided alternative outlets. 

It was after years of commiserating with fellow dog owners over the problem of ripped apart, 
and thus destroyed, toys, that I came up with the idea for a toy that dogs could truly "rip apart" - 
or atleast feel as if they are "ripping apart" - without actually destroying the toy! And Velcro® 
attachments were the answer. So I created some prototypes, found a manufacturer, and took 
them to market. 

The response has been overwhelming. Never before has such a toy been created specifically 
for dogs (as evidenced by an extensive patent search, as well as by the testimony of many long- 
time industry players and store owners in the attached Market Survey), and upon introduction 
first in Anaheim, CA, at the "Superzoo Dog Industry Show" (July, 2002), followed by the 
biggest show, H.H. Backer Dog Industry Show" in Chicago (October 2002), I was immediately 
approached for licensing by the two biggest dog toy manufacturers, who both expressed the 
desire to have the rights to "roll" these toys out as their latest and greatest new dog toy (if I am 



not granted a patent, both companies will immediately go forward and mass produce "rip apart 
toys," effectively putting me out of business since I could unfortunately at this time not be able 
to compete with their size and abilities). 

Additional testimony to the favorable response to my idea is that I recently entered into an 
agreement with Petco, the largest chain of dog supply stores (certainly experts in the dog 
business!), to merchandise the toys in their new boutique concept stores, where they claim they 
are only placing "new and unique items." 

It is because of this overwhelming response, along with the licensing requests (which depend 
on the acceptance of a patent), and the fact that I truly believe it is evidenced that there was a 
long-felt need for a "rip apart" dog toy, a toy with a different use from any "rip apart" toy made 
for humans-- a toy made specifically for dogs, that solves the problem of destroyed toys and 
other items (bom out of a chewing, ripping need common to all dogs) that I am hoping to be 
granted protection of my idea. 

1 . Dogs have a chewing need that can turn destructive if not given a proper outlet. 

• "Canine chewing is normal, natural behavior for dogs and cannot -should not— be 
eliminated. It is up to owners to provide their pets with appropriate and safe chewing 
outlets to satisfy these doggy cravings" (-Amy D. Shojan, The Purina Encyclopedia 
ofDogCare,pg.l09) 

• . .destructive behavior has no age limits. . .they are not being spiteful or trying to 
punish you .they're just finding the most convenient outlet for their emotions." (- 
Vet on Call, pg.142) 

• "One reason dogs chew when they're upset is because that's their way of relieving 
tension, and also of passing the time. <J)ne of the best ways to stop a destructive dog 
who enjoys chewing is to give him acceptable alternatives" (-Steven Appelbaum, 
animal behaviorist, Vet on Call, pg. 143) 

• "Dogs don't show emotion the way people do. . .they experience the same feelings, 
such as anxiety, frustration, and boredom. They can't tell you when they're upset, but 
they can show you - sometimes with destructive behavior." (-Vet on Call, pg. 142) 

• "While dogs often use destructive behavior as a way of defusing stress, they also do it 
simply because they have more energy than they know what to do with" (-Vet on 
Call, pg.142) 

• ". . .unlike people, dogs don't outgrow the habit of mouthing and gnawing." (-Amy D. 
Shojan, The Purina Encyclopedia of Dog Care, pg. 108) 

2. There is a long-felt need for proper outlets for this instinctual chewing need. 

• Note: See Market Survey: The market survey attests to a long-felt need for a proper 
"ripping outlet" 

• My own experiences as a dog owner, and the many, irreparably ripped apart dog toys 

• Feedback from the "dog community" at Dog Industry Shows (Superzoo, Anaheim, 
CA, July 2002, and H.H. Backer, Chicago, October, 2002) 

• My retailers' testimony that the most common complaint among dog owners is a 
ripping apart/destruction of household items 

3. A "rip apart" dog toy provides a proper outlet for this chewing need. 



• Note: See Market Survey: Dogs seem to be appeased after ripping the main parts 
apart 

• My own experience: My dogs no longer irreparably destroy their toys, but rather 
seem delighted after ripping heads, arms and legs off, and I can then simply stick the 
toy back together. 

4. A "rip apart" toy has never been created, marketed, or patented specifically for dogs 
before 

• Patent search evidences this 

• Note: See Market Survey: Store owners and managers, most of whom have been in 
the business many years and could be considered experts by way of experience, 
testify that they have never seen a "rip apart" dog toy before 

• Petco, the largest chain of dog supply stores, is placing the toys in their new 
"boutique" sections of their stores where they are merchandising only new and unique 
items 

5. Although "rip apart" toys exist for humans, these toys were patented for a totally 
different use than the use we would like to patent for "rip apart" dog toys. 

• "Rip apart" dog toys: 

-meant to ripped apart with the teeth 

-meant to provide an outlet for appeasement of the instinctual, inherent 
chewing, rip-apart-with-the-teeth need, which is exclusive to dogs 

(humans don't normally rip their shoes or furniture apart with their teeth 
to alleviate frustration, boredom, or stress) 

-dogs can't comprehend stress after a "bad call" in a ball game and so do 
not use the toys for this release 

-dogs don't rip apart the toys for any educational means, or so that they 
can enjoy putting them back together as an end use 

• "Rip apart" human toys: 

-often meant to be taken apart so that they can be put back together as an end 
use 

-often meant to be educational 

-can be used to release stress humans might feel after a "bad call" in a ball 
game 

-not meant to alleviate a prey or chewing instinct 

• Humans don't have a long-felt need for a toy that will help humans eliminate 
destructive chewing, or any oral behavior toward shoes, clothes, or furniture, 
however dogs do need such a toy to provide this outlet, and "rip apart" toys 
made for dogs provide this outlet 

6. Toys that are created specifically for dogs, differ from toys that are made for humans 

• Size: with special consideration for the largest sized dogs' mouths, i.e. no small parts, 
tennis ball sized or larger, so as not to be swallowed 

• Shape: with special consideration for what would entice dogs, usually animal shapes 
to simulate prey, or balls to encourage chasing 

• Color: animal behaviorists claim pink and orange are most enticing to dogs 

• Sound: voice boxes to simulate animal/prey sounds are especially desirable to dogs, 
as well as rattles and squeakers 



. Safety: no plastic eyes, embroidered facial features are best, no toxic materials, must 
be washable, no removable metal pieces 

• Velcro® that is strong enough to give dogs enough resistance to simulate 
"destruction" but soft enough to avoid abrasion uf the gums 

• Proper warnings on hang tags for dogs 

7. "Rip apart" dog toys are non-obvious. . .they are new, unique, answer a problem, ana 
upon introduction are suddenly in great demand 

. The two top competing dog toy companies have each approached me with requests to 
enter into a licensing agreement for the "rip apart" dog toys IF a patent is granted 
(without a patent they will go forward without my consent or control, We have a 
keen interest in your concept: . ."Mr.Gary Hirschberg, president, Vo-Toys, m an email 
to me, attached). . 

• The largest chain of dog supply stores, Petco, will be merchandising the toys m their 
new high-end concept stores which only feature, according to buyer for Petco, Ms. 
Joanna Rudalevige, the most new and unique items. 

I also prepared a Marketing Survey that was sent to about 70 pet shop owners who sell dog 
supplies, but did not follow up with them yet. So far the results of Pet Generation Marketing 
Survey have been. 

1 . For the Question, "Have you ever seen a "rip apart" dog toy, prior to the "Rip Roarin Fun- 
nies"?" 

All 13 respondents said "NO" 

2. For the Question, "Do your customers often complain that their dogs destroy or rip apart toys 
or things they are not supposed to? 

All 13 respondents said "YES" 

3. For the question, "Do you feel that the "Rip-Roann Fun-nies" rip apart toys provide a good 
outlet for that rip apart need? 

All 13 Respondents said "YES" 

4. For the question, "Do dogs rip apart the individual pieces or do they seem appeased, at least 
temporarily, after removing the Velcro attachments?" 

Several different responses were generated: 

3 Respondents were unsure, 3 Stated that Some dogs do, Some do not, 5 stated that the 
dogs are at least temporarily appeased. 2 stated that Dogs still ripped apart individual pieces. 

5. For the Question, "Do you feel that there was a long-felt need for a toy that dogs could be 
allowed to "rip apart" (and it could then be put back together!) 

1 Respondent Said No, 11 Respondents said yes, and 1 Respondent was unsure 



6. For the Question asking for the "features that make the Rip Roarin' Fun-nies especially well 
suited for dogs. 



Respondents answered with, "Cute," Soft, Velcro, Fun, Noise Maker, Size, Velcro 
attachments, Small size of the Parts, Only come apart by pulhng apart, Hide a Treat 
Option, Sound of the Velcro, Fact they can rip it apart, Washable, Noise, Cute Shapes, 
strong Velcro, quality fleece, Velcro Sound. 
The most common response referred to attributes of the Velcro. 

7. For the Question, "What kind of feedback had you had from your customers regarding the 
"Rip Roarin Fun-nies" 

1 2 Respondents reported that they received Postive Feedback 

1 Respondent reported that they received negative Feedback due to Opening ol Back 

8. For the Question, "In comparison to the other dog toys your store sells, please rank the sale: 
the Rip Roarin Fun-nies" 

4 Respondents reported that they are not selling as well as other toys 
7 Respondents reported that they are Selling the same as the other toys 

2 Respondents reported that they were selling better than the other toys 

I testify that the above is true and accurate to the best of my knowledge. 




Date 



Results of Pet Generation Marketing Survey 

1 . For the Question, "Have you ever seen a "rip apart" dog toy, prior to the "Rip Roarin Fun- 
nies" ?" 

All 13 respondents said "NO" 

2. For the Question, "Do your customers often complain that their dogs destroy or rip apart toys 
or things they are not supposed to? 

All 13 respondents said "YES" 

3. For the question, "Do you feel that the "Rip-Roarin Fun-nies" rip apart toys provide a good 
outlet for that rip apart need? 

All 13 Respondents said "YES" 

4. For the question, "Do dogs rip apart the individual pieces or do they seem appeased, at least 
temporarily, after removing the Velcro attachments?" 

Several different responses were generated: 

3 Respondents were unsure, 3 Stated that Some dogs do, Some do not, 5 stated that the 
dogs are at least temporarily appeased. 2 stated that Dogs still ripped apart individual pieces. 

5. For the Question, "Do you feel that there was a long-felt need for a toy that dogs could be 
allowed to "rip apart" (and it could then be put back together!) 

1 Respondent Said No, 1 1 Respondents said yes, and 1 Respondent was unsure 

6. For the Question asking for the "features that make the Rip Roarin' Fun-nies especially well 
suited for dogs. 

Respondents answered with, "Cute," Soft, Velcro, Fun, Noise Maker, Size, Velcro 
attachments, Small size of the Parts, Only come apart by pulling apart, Hide a Treat 
Option, Sound of the Velcro, Fact they can rip it apart, Washable, Noise, Cute Shapes, 
strong Velcro, quality fleece, Velcro Sound. 
The most common response referred to attributes of the Velcro. 

7. For the Question, "What kind of feedback had you had from your customers regarding the 
"Rip Roarin Fun-nies" 

12 Respondents reported that they received Postive Feedback 

1 Respondent reported that they received negative Feedback due to Opening of Back 
Seam. 

8. For the Question, "In comparison to the other dog toys your store sells, please rank the sale: of 
the Rip Roarin Fun-nies" 

4 Respondents reported that they are not selling as well as other toys 

7 Respondents reported that they arc Selling the same as the other toys 

2 Respondents reported that they were selling better than the other toys 
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Just like human babies, puppies put things in cheir mouths as a way to exp| 
their world. Particularly when teething, young dogs chew objects 10 re| 
the discomfort. But u n^^eogb do 8 s doiVt out ^ ow habit ° f ^ 

and gnawing. * , _ 

Your dog doesn't have hands and instead uses her mouth. Umme| 
moudvoriented creatures with an incredible ability to control the mteng| 



Dogs love to chew 

(Plwto credit: Amy D. 
Shojcd) 



Chewing can wear 
or break teeth 
(Photo credit: Ralston 
Purina Company) 




CHEWING m 





Chewing sticks can cause 
problems (Photo credit: 
Betsy Stowe) 



their bite. Modern pet dogs use their powerful teeth and jaws to pick up and 
carry things, to eat, for defense, and for recreational chewing. Gnawing ob- 
j ects simply feeb good to dogs. ~* ~ 

This oral fixation tends to get dogs into trouble, however, because they 
aren't always particular about the objects they target. Canine chewinp nnr only 
can damage your property, but can injure the dog when teeth are broken or an 
oBject is swallowed (see swallowed objects and periodontal disease). 

Items that carry their beloved owner's scent — like leather shoes — are 
often targeted, but nothing is sacred. Hops who are l ^red a nd have nothing 
else to do tend to be problem chewers. 

Chewing is normal, natural behavior for dogs and cannot — should not— 
be eliminated. I t is up to owners to provide ffreir pprs wirfr a pp rn ppj arg anH 
safe chewing outlets to satisfy these doggy cravings .^ 

Avoid offering objects that may confuse your dog. If she's not to chew 
your new shoes, don't offer the old ones; dogs may not be able to tell the dif- 
ference. Choose instead a do p tov sold in grocery or pet stores . The key to 
solving problems is to reduce your dog's opportunities to make mistakes. Don't 
leave tempting items scattered about the house, and confine your dog to a 
"safe" zone when you aren't there to supervise her activity. When you catch 
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her chewing a forbidden object, tell her "no" and take it away (or remove her 
from the table leg), and provide her with an allowed alternative. A product 
like Bitter Apple applied co dangerous objects, like electrical cords, will help 
train your dog to leave forbidden items alone. 

Never offer your dog bones to chew on. Raw bones are unsanitary, and both raw 
and cooked bones can splinter under the dog's assault Swallowed fragments could 
cause lethal internal trauma by puncturing or blocking the gastrointestinal tract 

A number of commercial chew objects are available, including a variety of 
flavored rawhide coys. Rawhide is fine in moderation, but large dogs tend not 
only to chew, but to eat the things. In excess, rawhide can interfere with sound 
nutrition when your dog eats these treats instead of her food. They can also cause 
constipation and sometimes blockage if large enough pieces are swallowed. 

Commercial hard rubber chew objects are available in sixes and even 
chicken and liver flavors to suit nearly every dog. The Nylabone and Gum- 
aborie products are excellent, offering a nearly indestructible source of 
chewing delight. 




Also called CheyletieUa dermatitis, this condition in dogs is usually caused by a 
mite called Cheyleuella yasguru The mite lives on the surface of the dog's skin 
and causes a contagious disorder that tends to be limited to scaling and crust' 
ing of the skin. Typically, the dog's fur looks filled with dandruff*. The skin may 
be itchy or not, and occasionally the lymph nodes will also swell. Some dogs 
may harbor the mite without showing any signs, yet spread the disease. Any 
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Our Purpose 1 
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•SOLVING BEHAVIOR PROBLEMS 



Destructiveness 



Many dogs, from the most refined poo- 
dle to the heartiest mutt, seem to have 
a secret side. When you're home your 
dog is always on his best behavior. But when you 
leave for work or go to bed, his personality 
change* and he shows his dark side-** you 
later discover when you find your tattered shirt, 
chewed shoes, and dug-up plants. 

It's normal for puppies to chew, so your first 
task, after buying a food bowl, a tiny collar and 
a chew toy, is to get your possessions off the 
floor and out of jaw-range. But destructive be- 
havior has no age limits. Some older dogs, after 
years of goodbehavior, suddenly seem to forget 
their lessons and go on a rampage. They're not 
being spiteful or trying to punish you for leav- 
ing them at home all day. They're just finding 
the ino$t*e«xenkDto»tk^^ 




Do n't Leave Me 

Dogs don't show their emotions the way people 
do, so we sometimes forget that they experience 
many of the same feelings, such as an»ety, frus- 
tration, and boredom. They can't tell you when 
they're upset, but they can show you-some- 
times with destructive behavior. 

It's not a coincidence that dogs are usually at 
their most destructive when they're left alone, 
says Daniela Ortner, an animal behavionst in 
Los Angeles, California. Until humans came on 
the scene, dogs always lived in packs, and they 
don't like spending time alone. In your dog's 
eyes, you're part of his pack, and when you leave 
the house, he may feel abandoned. As his 
anxiety mounts he may experience the canine 
equivalent of temporary insanity and begin an- 
nihilating everything within 
reach. It's his way of working out 
bad feelings. For more informa- 
tion on separation anxiety see 
pages 158 lo 159. 

Unless you spend your days 
at home, there's no easy way to 
monitor your dog's goings-on. It 
takes time and patience, but 
there are ways to help him cope 
with being on his own. 

Enroll your dog in doggie day 
care. The extra attention wiU 
make him less anxious— and 
less destructive. 
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Chew Toys 

Dogs can often be diverted by chew toys. There is a wide variety available from pet 
supply stores and catalogs. 

Chocolate dog pull 

Rope/nylon j<f^\. plav Da ^ an d rope 

tug toy 





Find him a job. Dogs who are confident 
and secure are much less likely to become de- 
structive when the/re alone. A great way to 
boost your dog's ego is to give him something 
to do — anything from canine sports like flyball 

to visiting hospitals or nursing homes. Also, ac- 
tive dogs are tired dogs, so they're more likely to 
sleep than look for trouble when you're gone, 
says Patricia McConnell, Ph.D., a certified ani- 
mal behaviorist in Black Earth, Wisconsin. 

Dogs need special training for therapy-dog 
work. That's not a bad thing, because many 
dogs enjoy obedience training, and especially 
the praise that comes from doing a good job. 

Keep his jaws busy. One reason dogs chew 
when they're upset is becauTe^thaPis their way of 
relieving tension, and also of passing the time. 
One of the best ways to stop a destructive dog 
who enjoys chewing is to give him acceptable 
alternatives, like chew toys or tennis balls, says 
Steven Appelbaum, an animal behaviorist in 
Northridge, California. A good choice is the 
Kong toy, says Dr. McConnell. Made of stout 



rubber with a hollow cavity inside, these are de- 
dgned to hold small amounts of food, like 
cheese or a spoonful of peanut butter. Dogs can 
happily spend hours just trying to get the food 
out of the hole. 

When choosing chew toys, avoid discarded 
socks or shoes. Your dog can't tell the difference 
between old, rejected slippers and brand-new 
pumps. If you let him think one shoe is accept- 
able, he'll conclude that all shoes are fair game. 

Use a deterrent Some dogs have a favorite 
object — anything from a piano leg to the corner 
of a door frame— and will keep returning to 
chew the life out of it Spraying the object with 
something that tastes or smells bad, such as Bit- 
ter Apple or citronella, available in pet supply 
stores, will help keep them away. 

Another approach is to booby-trap the 
things your dog chews — for example, by putting 
coins in an empty soda can and tying it to the 
object of his desire. When he grabs it, the noise 
will startle him and he may think twice about 
chewing it next time. 
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Give him his own space. Dogs naturally 
gravitate to small, enclosed, den-like spates, es- 
pecially when they're anxious. In fact, many 
dogs feel insecure when they have the run of the 
house — they don't know what lu du with all 
that space. Try confining your dog in a small 
room or gradually get him used to being orated 
when you're not home. This can make him feel 
much safer and more secure, so he's less likely to 
run amok. 

Sabotage his digging. Some dogs get de- 
structive in the house; others love tearing up the 
yard. It's extremely hard to discourage a dog 
that digs digging, but you can make it harder for 
him by burying lava rock in the area, since he 
won't like the way it feels when he hits it, says 
Appeibaum. Or try cutting his nails so that dig- 
ging feels uncomfortable — but don't cut them 
so short that you damage the sensitive quick. 

Drop by occasionally. If you're lucky 
enough to live close to work, you can always 
drop by at lunchtime. When you visit your dog 
during the day, his isolation is interrupted, and 
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This bearded collie is burning tremendous amounts 
of energy. The more he plays and exercises the less 
Ukely he is to be distressed and destructive. 

he'll be less likely to be anxious when you're 
gone. When you're not able to get away from 
work, you might want to arrange with a neigh- 
bor or a professional dog sitter to drop by your 
home during the day. Giving your dog someone 

to play with, ©v*n if it*c only for a fow minuUs, 

will help keep him entertained while taking his 
mind off your belongings, says Ortner. 

Wear hint out. While dogs often use de- 
structive behavior as a way of defusing stress, 
they also do it simply because they have more 
energy than they know what to do with. A good 
solution is to give him a lot of exercise just be- 
fore you leave in the morning and again when 
you get home at night> says Dr. McConnell. A 
dog who's used up all his energy is much less 
likely to be destructive. , 
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Aspen Pet Products, Inc. 
4735 NL Florence Street 
Denver, CO 80238 



November 1 1 , 2002 



Julie Theel, President 

Pet Generation 

1280 Bison 

Suite: B9-263 

Newport Beach, CA 92660 

Re: "Rip Roarin* Fun-nles 



Dear Julie: 

On the basis of our telephone conversation, we are pleased tc advise you that 
Aspen Pet Products, fnc. ("Aspen") is interested in entering into a definitive Exclusive 
License Agreement (the "Agreement") with Pet Generation ("Inventor") with respect 
to the Rip Roarin' Fun-nies (the "Product"). We understand that the Product could 
potentiafly bo the* subject of a utility patent in the US. which has been fllod by the 
Inventor. This letter of interest sets forth the key terms of our proposal for an 
Agreement, as follows: 



1. Terms of Agreement . The principal terms of the Agreement will be as 
follows: 

a. Inventor will grant to Aspen the exclusive right to manufacture, 
distribute and seil the Product worldwide. Aspen will have full rights to copyrights 
and trademarks related to the Product 

b. Inventor will receive a 5% royalty on net sales of the Product, 
payable within 45 days of the close of each calendar quarter, 
along with a report of sales by SKU. This royalty structure is 
based on issuance of a broad patent protection tc repel direct 
cornpetttion. 

c. The term of the Agreement will ba for the marketable life of the 
Product. 
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2. Access to Information . Immediately following acceptance of this letter, 
Inventor will provide Aspen and its representatives access to all design concepts, 
prototypes, samples, patent applications, patent searches and registrations (If 
applicable), and other information of Inventor relating to the design of the Product to 
enable Aspen to complete its investigation of it's marketability. Any proprietary or 
confidential infuurialiun of Invemoi disclosed Lu Aspen in the wurse of its 
investigation will be held in confidence by Aspen and returned to the inventor if an 
Agreement between both parties is not reached. 

3. Expenses . Each party to the Agreement will pay al! of its own 
expenses. 

4. Cooperation and Exclusive Dealing . Inventor and Aspen will cooperate 
in good faith and expeditiously to determine the validity of the product. Inventor 
agrees not to offer to license any rights to manufacture, distribute or sell the Product, 
and not to solicit, negotiate, accept or enter into any agreement with any third party 
with respect to the Product (including, without limitation, any agreement for the 
license, manufacture, sale, distribution or supply of the Product), until the expiration 
of 90 days from the execution date of this letter or such earlier date as the parties 
mutually agree that an Agreement cannot be reached. 

5. Nondi sclo sure/Publicity Each party agrees that it will not, without the 
prior written consent of the other party, disclose publicly or to any third party the 
terms and conditions of this letter or the subsequent negotiations between the 
parties, except to the extent required by law or as may be required by Aspen in 
connection with determining the cost of the Product. 

6. Nunbfndlng Agreement . This letter of InterosT is intended to provide a 
basis for the preparation of a definitive Exclusive License Agreement. Until such 
agreement has been prepared and duly authorized, executed and delivered by both 
parties, none of the provisions of this letter shall be binding on either party wl#l the 
exception of the agreements and obligations contained In numbered paragraphs 2 
through 5 above. 

7* Acceptance . This letter of interest may be accepted in writing by 
Inventor until November 19, 2002, but will terminated if not accepted by 
the close of business on that date. 
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If the foregoing is satisfactory, please evidence your acceptance of this 
proposal by signing and returning to us the enclosed copy of this letter. It is 
understood that upon your acceptance, this letter will constitute e tetter of interest to 
negotiate in good faith to complete a definitive Exclusive License Agreement on the 
terms set forth above. 



ACCEPTED AND AGREED 

Date: _ 

PET GENERATION 

By:_ 

Julie Theel, President 



Very truly yours, 



ASPEN PET PRODUCTS, INC. 
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Julie Theel 



From: 
To: 
Sent: 
Subject: 



"Gary Hirschberg" <GaryH@Vo-Toys.com> 
<Julie@petgeneration.com> 
Thursday, October 17, 2002 10:19 AM 
conversation at Backer Show 



Julie, 



I attempted to reach you by telephone after the Chicago Backer show. I left a voicemail. I thought it 
might be easier to reach you by email in the absence of anyone manning the telephone. If you recall, we 
had a brief discussion at your booth about the patent you have developed for partitioning toys 
with velcro. We are very keen on the concept and we would like to pursue a licensing agreement with 
the patent and develop our own designs. We would be interested in marketing some of yours as well but 
if you chose to go at that alone, we would be content to sell our own program. I am not sure what 
direction you are interested in pursuing but it would seem to me that the first and most realistic attempt 
should be to collect royalties from someone else's efforts to offset your upfront expenses. If you would 
like to pursue this further, I welcome hearing from you to discuss in more detail. I can be reached as 
follows: email or at 1 800 272-0088. 
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Julie Theel 



From: "Carmen Laurin" <calaurin@shaw.ca> 

To: <julietheel@cox.net> 

Sent: Monday, December 09, 2002 2:46 PM 

Subject: Rip Roarin' Fun-nies toys 

Hi Julie (I mink that's the name I heard on your phone answering machine), 

I am the owner of Pet Perspectives. I write and produce unique illustrated memorials and stories for clients about 
their pets and for friends/family as gifts to pat ownars Like you. my business venture is fairly new. 

As a complementary add-on to my product, I am interested in a sole distributorship of unique high quality pet 
items for British Columbia. I came upon your Rip Roarin' Fun-nies toys in another site, and further search brought 
me to YOUR site. 

Your toys are tru ly unique - havan't come across any like them in my ongoing extensive search . Would you be 
interested in marketing the toys in British Columbia, if you are not already in stores here (again, I hadn t seen your 
toys until today). 

I look forward to hearing from you. In the meantime, congratulations on a unique product! 



Carmen Laurin 
Pet Perspectives 
Bowser, BC 
Phone: 250-757-8308 
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Julie Theel _ . 

From: <info@petgeneration.com> 

To: <juliethee1@cox.net> 

Sent: Wednesday, January 1 5, 2003 2:26 PM 

Subject: Web Site inquiries from Wholesale Form 

Do not reply to Qiis email. Create a new email to respond. 

Name: joanna rudalevige 

Company Name: petco 

Address: 9125 rehcord 

City: san diego 

State: ca 

Zip: 92121 

Country: USA 

Phone: 858-453-7845 x3545 

Fax: 

Email: joannartgtpetco.com 

Type of Business: Retail Pet Store 

How would you like to be contacted?: Email 

Comments: interested in your product line ... would like to see price list 

thanks 

joanna 
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8. In comparison to the other dog toys your store «lls. please ran* 

JLnoi^^-el! a. the other toys 7«*f ^g^y. & £t%2JSfc*/ 
__«lnng the«n*«*theolher toys >^ ^^^'JS^fZtSj 

jeMlrw better than the other toys 0*T *OT 

Store Tekph** Nw^er 7*f 7 ■ 

T,t " : wT^lV^reciote your input! Thank y ou .overmuch! 

Pet Generation, LLC 

PLEASE FAX BACK TO 949-425-8756 



02-12/ 03 tt'EP 14 0-3 FAX 801 »D3 5115 
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Market Survey 

-Rip ftoarm' Fun-rifts™" O J .., , j. 

...the Velcro® attached dog <o^. that can be "ripped apart and put back 

t0 ¥ HatT you ever seen a 'rip apart" dog toy . prior To The "Hip RoariK finale*'*? 

2 . Do your J^Ls often comptom that their dogs Oc troy or rip a^ toy, or thhyth^ 

3. gTSf £ -R iP Sot* toys pro^ a 9 ood out, et for that 

4. Do* dogs rip cport the individual piece*, or do they seem appeased at -tort temporarily, 
after removing the Velcro© attachments?., W r — TT-T— "Z: 

5. Do you feel there was a forfeit need for a toy that *tt be allowed to n ? apart 
(and it could then be put back together!)? )CM — 

6 . Lmethe feature,, if any. that make the «M Fu % n ^^^XSr 

7 What kind of feedback hove you hod from your customers regarding the RipRoann run 



8. In comparison to the other dog toys your store sell*, please rank the sales of the *K>p 

Roarirf Fun-rue*™*: 

not selling as well as the other toys 

)C celling the same as the other toys 
1 selling better than the other toys 

9. Out of the different 
setter? 



_ selling oerrer xnan me mwr \vy> 

Afferent *Rip ftoaritf Fun^es™* designs, which is your best 

fmwAdd -s&z^j?&SJ — 



10. Whet design/character would you like to see introduced next into the family of 'Rip Roarirf 
Pun-rteg~7 strtrM/frS _ — 



11. Arty additional thoughts or comrnents?^ 



Store:_rt^^ J)7ir< ¥KU^P%. 



" ^ We R£aLLV appreciate your input! Thank you so very much? 

Pet Generation, LLC 
PlfiASE FAX BACK TO 949-425-8756 

1280 BleoiL Suite * Newport Beach, CA 92660 • [866) 204-2539 * F (S*9) 425-3756 



Market Survey 

"fcip Roann' Fun-nies™" 0 tj^" , . . , n »A n.rr back 
...the Velcro® attached dog iifs, that con be "ripped apart and put back 

f T H^U ever seen a "Hp apart" dog t oy, prior to the 'Rip ftr**^ 

4. S S£ W the SLi jS Z or da they seem appeosed, at least tempcrorityT 

after removing the Velcro® aWechiwenW? ^/^ S ~~TTr" at|Qwed t0 >ip opQr -r' 

5. Do you feel then, was a long-felt need for a 4oy th* dogs could be allowe d to ripopar 

(and it could then be put bock together!) ? ., v/f S well suited for 



8. In comparison to the other dog toys your store sells, please rank the sole* of the Rip 
ftoarln' Fun-nles™ - : , \ r ' \We_ 

not selling as well as the other toys "S^W S WH* * eu ' ^ 

^/selling tha some as the other toys 
selling better than the other toys 

9. Out of the different "ftip ftoarm' Fun-nies™" designs, which is your best 

ftlHf -^cQ- — r w,^-DinP^rtf> ' 

10. What design/charocter would you like to see Introduced next into the fam.h/ of R'P Rocrw 
p..K-Mi^TM*o ^>\wo«;A-^rj5 f 

11. Any additional thoughts or comments? , f- ' 



Address= r iiSE jji^ §± 



Store Telephone Kfru^^fMfck^b? _ 



Signed* Vm*. VtS^-^ft^ 




W« REALLY appreciate your input! Thank you so very muehl 
Pet fianajrotlon, LLC 

PLEASE FAX BACK TO 949-425-8756 

1280 Bisaa. Suite BB-2S3 • Nwpoxt Beach, CA 92660 • (866) 204-2339 « F 425-8756 
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Market Survey ^ 

•Rip Roarin' Fun-wes™° 3^^^ 
...the Vetera® attached dog foys, that can be "ripped apart* and put back 

together! 

t. Move you ever seen * Vip opart ' dog toy. prior to the *Rip Roarirf Fun-rues™*? 



2 Oo your customers often complain that their dogs destroy or np apart toys or thirds they 
ere not supposed to? M - — - — - — 

3. Do you fed that the "RiplWm' Fan-nies^* rip-ap<irt toys provide a good otiHet for that 

rip Opart "rggd"? . f ■< „ - — — — 

4. Do dogs rip apart the m^vidud pieces , or do they seem appeased, at least temporarily, 
after removing the Velcro® attachme rts? T5 r'V S — _ ,, , 

5. Do you fee! there *as a long-felt need for a toy that dogs could be allowed to "rip apart" 
(and it could then be put back tegctherft? , ^ y < 



6. Name the features, if any. that make the "Rip Roarin' Fun-nies™- especially well suited for 

7, What kind of feedb ack have you had from your customers regarding tha *Rip Roarin' Fun- 
nies^ 3 ^ ~ JLp ^ y <r 



8. In comparison to the other dog toys your stare sells, please rank the sates of the *Rip 
Roarirf Fun-wes™*: 

not setting as well as the other toys 

JL selling the same as the other toys 
selling better than ths other Toys 

9. Out of the different m Rip Roarirt' Fun-rues 1 * - designs, which is your best 

seller? Uom ; ; 



10. What design/character would you like to see introduced next Into the family of "Rip Roarin' 
Fun-mes"* ? S *>g»r iASg < 

11. Any additional thoughts or comments? 



Store: .S>oo.^rs W TV. \^^,W> 
Address: r\\>0\*' & ^V^w, 

Store TeJeghone Nuyber: Sl-a -ivwy -^tr-.fr 
Signed: 7*7A^*+-~ — 

We ftgAUY appreciate your input} Thank you so very much! 
Pet Generation, LLC 

PLEASE FAX BACK TO 949-425-8736 

!2fiO Rtson, suite • Newport Dcacb, CA »• ($66) 204-2539 * P (949) 42S-8750 
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Market Survey 



Wp Roarm' Fuit-nfesw OzJ^^ 
iSST* att<1£hed ^ ^ * ^ «" «*» "ack 

.._~*><st selling os well o* The other toys 
X/. staling the wme «s the other toys 
* w ♦ * i — ie,1,n 9 ther> the other toys 

10. What design/character would vow like to w . — : ' — ■ 

Fun-ntes^ j>^£ 3 J ° next l( ,to the family of -Rj D ftflnri> ; 

11 Al * ^'tioMthoi^taorcomment^I^ — 

Store-. ZZ oifrty ~lm5rj ZyZ~ — _ZZ 

Address: 33,v/ * <#tuw# mC Wi. 



Tlt!«:^._Ok ; A*^ 



We REALLY appreciate your .^r Thcnk you ,o very much" 

Pet feneration, U.C 

PLEASE FAX BACK TO 94»-42S-B7fiA 

«*». M 09 .« 3 . Newport a^. « M ^ l^l!! t 

<0a0; 304-2339 . F f 949; 425-8756 



FROM : EVERYTHING PQUSIBLE 



FAX HO. : 5033998711 



Feb. 13 2003 06 '.01PM PI 



Market Survey X^llt*"? 

"Rip ftoanV Fun-nks™" Q ^ u , 

...the VeleroG attached dog-fays, that can be 'ripped apart and put back 

together! , e , _ 

1 Have you ever seen a "rip opart" dog toy, prior to the "Rip Roartn Fun-mes"-*? 
Jk 



2. Do your customers often complain that their dogs destroy or rip apart toys or things they 
arc not supposed to? ijiS 



3. Doyou feel that the*BpToarirf Fun-rues 1 "- rip-apart toy* provide a good outlet for that 

rfp apart )J££ = — — 

4 Do dogs rip opart the individual pieces, or do they seem appeased, ot least temporarily, 
after removing the Velcro* attachments ? .,, ; , L&^mLt /fatf+W . . — 

5. Do you feel there was a long-felt need for a toy that dogs could be allpwed to VIp apart 
(and it could then be put beck together!) ? </fst sUJJL ~Pi<<*\ /< ■ ~- — — — 

6. Name the features, if any, that nwte the/PUp *»arj rfFun-nie/"" especial* well ^ted/or, 

dogs. % M fi«r r* rie mSZl f iMi^J^r Q ^ s t^kr 

7. What W&of feedback heve,you had from your customers regarding the RrpRoann mn- 

nles wZ&lfL* fri& 7^*1 " — ■. 

8. in comparison to the other dog toys your store sells, please rank the sales of the *»p 
ftoarin' Fun-tiles™": * a 

not selling as well as the other toys Y a ) 

selling the same as the other toys 

selling better Than the other toys 

9. Out of the different^Up ftoarln* pun-nies™" designs, which s your best 

10. What deslqn/choracty *^ldyau like to see Introduced next Into the family of 'Rip Roarin* 

11. Any additional thoughts or comments * ftfy> y 7A. -A^n $nM~ . 

Store frtnUktry. Pfix'ikk 7kf*— ~*"~ 
Address: MrlAL^If ^77 ALf 




We REALLY appreciate yaur inputi Thank you so very muehl 
Pet generation, LLC 

PLEASE FAX BACK TO 949-425-8756 

1280 Bison. Suite B9-263 » Newport Beach. CA 02630 * (866) 204-2530 « 7 [040) 425*8756 
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FROM : EftRK 1-FlTiJRPL P£T F=C< Na • 2867835013 Pet, 18 3353 05: 13PM PI 



tt Wp RoarwT Fondles™-' (f^J^^Psi 

ith^r 0 * 0++aChed ****** « * >'P^ -Part- and put bade 

«■ you ^ seen c >>p o pert' dp, t< y, pH or to the'Rip (Win' fun-me »■? 

3. Do ywi^fed that The *ftlp faarfr e>' rip-apart toy* provide a gooc outlet for that 
np apart need"? >J2>->, wUv hcx^ -^Wa^. 

4. Do dogs rip apart the individual pieces, or do they seem appeased, at leas temporarily k 
after removing the Vefcro* cttadiment* > f « , rn t r - ^.O^e^w^ 

5. Do you fed there was a king-felt need for a toy that dogs ccukJ be allows I to VIp opart* 

(and it could then be pirt bock together)? \/<l>-=>. \Vv<.v -Qe.,CXvr 0 A— 

6. Nans the features, If o/iy, that make t te 'ftJp ftocrin' Fun-nies™" especial / well suited for 

7. What kind of feedback have you had f i om your customers regarding the * tip Roarin* FuflvJr^Y^ 
nies-?__ AA^M, VpXff . XUma 5*-^ 

8. In comparison to the other dc$ toys yo xr if ore edit, pfea*» ronk the #alo< *f the *&Jp 
ftoarm' Fun-nie* 7 »*: 

- not *ei\\rg a* mil as the c tfw toys 
celling the same as the ot ifcr toys 



selling better than the otter toys 

9. Out of the different % ftip Roarirf Fun-n designs, which Is your best ^ 

10. What design/character would you like t > see introduced" next into the font Jy of "Rip Roarirf 
Fun-nlia™"? p^Vx^e^V t>Vf wtLoC!^w^^> . 

11. Any additional thoughts or comment*?, ^pX^Ac ^/sfyj& 

Store: foof^S^We^ <?e> C>rg^ : " 

Address: S^-Vf, ^cXW)> VX^ 

Store Telephone Number : 2£C? - 7%^~ WVV2_ 
Signed; V >Lxa Ayv^j^— f 

Title: ^X^l^vv <5<x^v*OvaV jO^^ 

We P£AlVf appreciate you • input! Thank you $o very much! 
tet Operation, LLC 
PLEASE FAX BACK TO 949-423-8756 

1360 Bfcum. Suite B9-2B3 • Newport Beach* CA 02G60 • 1866) 204-0536 • p 15W€ 426-8766 
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Market Survey 




"Rip Roorm' Fun-nics™" 0^ 



...the Velcro'© attached dog 'foys. that can be "ripped apart* and put back 
together! 

I, Have you ever seen o "rip opart" dog toy, prior to the "Rip Roorirf Pun-nto*""? 



2 Do your customers often complain that their dog* destroy or rip apart toys or things they 

4* 



are not supposed to? , JJjtk. 

bo you U*\ that the % Rip Roarin' Pun-nies fM " rip-apart toys provide a good outlet for that 

rip apart "need*? 

Do dogs rip apart the Individual pieces, or do they seem appeased, at least temporarily. 

after removing the Velcro® attachments? Vfc^O fat^&hg ktX^ 

Do you fiiel there was a long-felt need for a toy that dogs could be allowed to Vip apart" 
(and It cculd then be put back together!)?__ L££ 



6. Name th<* features, if any, that make the *ftip Roarln' Fun-nies* 1 " especially well suited for 

dogs, i&t i !K^s > _ 

7. What kind of feedback have you had from your customers regarding the *Rip ftoarin' Fun- 

nics^"?, "fa" " v^W^l* ■ ; 

8. In compcrison to the other dog toys your store sells, please rank the sales of the "Rip 
Boariif Fan-hies™": 

- jl not selling as well as the other toys V^irt* CL U*a 9H»0wu\^ 

selling the same cs the other toys % ^ u sai^iuuufittas " 

selling better than the other toys 

9. Out of -the different "Rip Roarin 1 Fun-nies™" designs, which is your best 

selter?__ om*y.. froA \ Sajadu^ia 

10. What design/character would you like to see introduced next into the family of "Rip Roarin* 
Fun-ides-*"? AfioOa Ssi^ JB ^££S& ^ ga&ff&fa . 

11. Any additional thoughts or comments? ^^c&*ifL ^nvfo&r &&kk fci^Sinfr 

fgrtreC* -&u ux 6a (rap/-ta&L.fo ^xx*f*< A^y , 

Store; JsQjL 

Address: 



Store Telephone Number:,. fe^ / Wl^^ 

Signed: *J&J0£&&£ 

T1tle;_ • Aft^yr - 



fegALLY appreciate your input! Thunk you so very much! 
Pet Generation, LLC 

PLEASE FAX BACK TO 949-425-8766 

1380 Bison. Suice B9-263 * Newport Beax±. CA 92£fi0 • 1866) 20*-2SS9 • F (9*9) 423-8756 



apart! A^WInEW CONCEPJti,TOYS! 

IP!!! Hi* tmtim' 



in tout are 




Did you ever think you'd see the day when you 
would laugh and cheer as ®^^°9 excitedly 
rips the head, arms, ano^^||^f of his brand 
new toy? Well that day is hellr Introducing the 
M Rip Roarin' Fun-nies™" a truly unique, patent 
pending, fun new type of toy for dogs that have 
VeJcro®attajHj||^s to allow a dog to really feel 
like he is^^^^g the toy apart, and a human 
companion carlllmply stick it back together for 
more f un! 

The benefit* of thiinew concept 



fit. 

Jrgeries" perform" 



Fewer needle and threat 
on poor, dismembered toys! 
Less money wasted on expensive toys that 
ruined when they are ripped to pieces! 
A healthy, wonderful alternative to that n€ 
pair of j^e^vhen teaching your dog wh. 
not tQi^^part! 

Terrifi^Wing noise that drives dogs 
crazy with excitement! 
Treats may be hidden in either of 1 
ball designs - more fun! 
Multiple^p$te4ta one! 
Squ^^pttles, and unusu 
noisesP^ 
Happiness in knowing yoi 
are providing a fun 
source of entertajg^ 
for your beloved dif 



Finally a toy 
that please* and 

am$^jMfrvorj)onc • , 

sha^^^wlth jour do$ 

Eight great designs now. 
with more in the works!' 

fch, CA 92660" " 
/w.petgeneration 
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